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1 "* DYbeo0 Oven, b & that ſhe was there” hbr ſe 


NEITHER TO THE 
- Beſt; nor yet'to the Worktz but to the. 


. common ſort of. Women... | 


Uſtng with my ſelf, bing Ate and 
avipg linle caſe to aff c the time 
'withall 1 and 1 being in 4 zreat choller 
"azainſt ſome Wornen, 1 mean, more 
than one, and ſo, in the wrinzh of my 
fury, taking, my Pen in hand to beguile 
the time withall , Tndetd 1 might 
have eni y td my (elf ro buter uſe, 
OE than in ok an idle buſineſſe, and it 
wire better Jopecket up 4 pelting injury, than to intangle my 
Self with ucb vermin for 'this I'kpow, that becanſe Women are 
" ""Woren,t erefore m 4 will do wes an honr, which they, ma- 
OW Hs will repent ns ret whole life 119me afrer: Jet for an 1n- 
| 10h which, I have receivetl þ thew,the more I conſider of it the 
RffeT effetm f the ſame. Ter, p whaps ſome may ſay unto' me, 


ay 


Þ hs thaus{ ought 3? Adi rtf brnhs Bee by 4 hit ty lt, or, 


"wiſe [ cold neviy have been expert in brwrajing #helr qhati- 
" ries" for the Mother would never bave ſought the' Daughter 
Tndted I' wich 


p "\ ebpfuſe,1 - POW eblen a 7 raveller for Wt 4M Aide No, | 
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v Foe ig wth ſome of theſe Waſpes, ;+" an 
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_ _ _ The Epiſtle. 


; many. Trev ebers tre in di[des of Womty; t#bg Zedſon &s F © 
- for that theres 


_ are ſo poyſoned with the haynags ev B 
| of wuconftant Worken, which they toppeg boar qweipted 7 
ret fidmackes, /that they } © 


Dog” for it doth ſochiy i | 
"Fawſure rdly of Women ever afterwards; wronged Men wil | © 
not be tongue-tyed : therefore if you do if], you muſt nattbirk {| 
ro bear well; for-although the world be bad, yet it s not comet F * 
that peſſe that Men-ſhowld bear with al the bad conditions thu Þ. 
are in ſomeWomen, , 5 on EE =. 
I know I ſhall be bittew, by many becauſe I touch many. Bu } 
before I go ary farther, let me whiſper one word in your ears, }, 
ard that s this, Whatſaever you think privately, 1 wiſh you } © 
ro conceal it with ſilence, leſt in ſiaiting up to find fuvls, yo, 
prove your "es; guilty of theſe monſtrow accuſatrons, which 
.art here following againſt (ome Women, and thoſewhich ſpurne, | 
if they feel themſelves touched, prove themſelves ſtarke fouls 
in bewraying their galled backs to the world : for this Bok 
oucherh no ſort of womin, but ſuch «« when they bear it, will | 
£0 about to reprove it, For alihoug h,-in ſome part of this Bock, | 
1rtrip at your heels, yet will I ſtay you by the hand, ſo that yiu 
ſhall not fall further than you are willing ; although I deal with 
y0u after rhe manner of 4 ſhrew, which cannes otherwiſe eaſe 
her carſt heart, but with her unbappy tongue: If 1 be too earneſt, 
bear with me 6 little, for my meaning is not to ſpeak much 
of thoſe that are govd, and I ſhall ſpeak to little of thoſe that 
are raveht;. but 19, I will not altogether condemn the bad, but 
hoping 10 better the good, by the naughty examples of the bad:far 
there u no Woman [o good but hath one idle part or other in her, 
which may be amended,for the cleareſt River that ts, hath ſome 
dart in the. bottom: Fewels are all precious, but yet they are not 
ll of one price, nor all of one vertue:. Gold i not all of one pi- |. 
' AFnre,no more are women dll of one diſpoſition:Women are po 
ce{[ary 


- The Epiſtle. 


ny ſo bad, that in my conceit, if I would [pak the worſt that 


bc 'Thnew by ſome wemen, T ſhcenld make their ears glow- that 
F | hear mv, and my tongue wonld bliſter to report it :+ bas that it 
|" i 4 greater di[-redit for a man1o b: accomrted for aScoldy: for 
*' ſcolding # the manner of Sbrcws ; therefore I had rath'y as- 
F  ſwer them with ſilence which finde fanlt, than ſtrive 10'\win 
F. "the Cucking-ſtoole from them. Now me thinks, I bear ſume 
| ' ariews Dames give their raſh judgments and ſay,that I having 
0 w't, deſcant upon Wemen which have mic witthan Men, 
' To anſwer you n24:n, If Thelye you judge me nikindes but if 
' I ſpeak the ttwih, 7 (hall be the better beloved awothes time : 
""andif 1 had wrote neve- ſowell,zt u impoſsibletoplerſeall;and 
"of ne2 er foilt, 3e I ſhall pleaſe feme, Let it 6-well or Ul; I look 
' fer no praiſe fer my laboar : 1 am weaned from my Mothers 


Teat, and therefore never more tobe fed with her Pap z where- 


' fore ſay nhat you will; for 7 will follow my own wveyme in wnfol- 


ding every pleat, and ſhewing every wrinkle of a womans. dif- 
pſi, As get] ae xs _ ſo Hah over the voor mtr 

may retarn dry ; nor ſo far in, but that I may eafily eſcape 
out ; aud yer for all that, 1 muſt ronfefſe my [elf to be in-fau't, 
and that 1 have offended you b:yond ſatisfattion for t ts bard 19 


give 4fufficient recompence for « ſlander , end yet heresfter, if 


by means I cennot ebtsin your faveur to be one of you Pulpet- 
men, yet you cannot deny me but to be one of your Par'ſh - and 
therefore if you peaſe but 19 place me in the body of the Church, 
hereafter you ſhill find my devotion ſo great tawards yor, as he 
that kneeleth at the Chancell drore, for | wrote this Book with 
my hand, but not with my heart, 

Indeed, when 1 firſt began to write thus Book, my wits were 
Lone a wooll-gathering,iuſomnch, that in a manner 1 forget my 
ſelf, and ſon the roagh of my jury, I vawed for ever to be an 

AZ open 


XV 


, ” teſſary evils, and yet not all given towickedneſſe : and yrt mas 
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"MR ..; Fhe' Epiſtle. 


.: Open -enemy unto women :. but when. my. fury was a little pap, 
-/ Nw ro conſider the blaſpherny of 2þjs infamore.. book 2% 
'» your Sex I then took wy 'Ben, end. ext him 4 nent pieces, 
+. and had. it nt. bee for hart;ng myſelf, Þ-noald. 4VE. Cut 
.* mine own fingers which held the Pex And furthermore, for 
. 4 penance, I do crave that my ſelf v;ay be 8,Judge againſt. my 
ſelf; but yet «ſſare your ſelveg, of allgvils I will chuſe the leaſt , 
. . wherefore Tchuſe xather to bear 4. Fggot, than burn. by the 
- : Faggot. You may gergeive the mind turned into another 
door, and that Tbegan tobe Sea-fick, and yet not paſt half a 
mile on the ſalt Water, and that my. month hath uttered that in 
my fury which my heart never thought, and, therefore I con- 
\ fee, that the ſawce mbich 1 have wade, is too, ſharge for your. 
diet, andibe ney which I have gathered, arc 100 ſtrong for 
qour Noſes: but if Thad brought little Dogges from, celand,oy 
fne Glaſſes from Venice, then I am ſure that you wout etther - 
have wooed-me to have them, or wiſhed to ſee.them, B tI will 
” berecouclude this firſt Epiſtle, praying you with patience te 
| here thereſt 5 for if 1 offend you at the firſt, I will make yow 4 
wends at the laſt: and ſo.1 leave you 10 bimmhoſe Stat in 
Heaven, and whoſe Foot-Hool @ the Earth, . AS 


ec 


_ Yours inthe way of honeſty, . 
= 6 es Lg * 1 \ o_ ? 
Joſeph Swetnam,* 
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4 doenow but fear them with falſe fire, but my next Charge yr 
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eReader. is a. | s . . | 
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| To th 


wiſeſt Clerk, nor yet #0 the Pajkeſt Fool's bit nnro the: 


ordizary ſort of giddy-headed yound mth; 'I ſeud this , " i | 


ering, | | TE RED Tos 


i  J*i (43 
Pay F chou mean to ſee the Bear-bayting of Wo-.. 
PTY) {2D men,thencrudgetothis Bear-garden.agacey &. .., 
z JP get in betimes, and view every Room, .where . 
chou mayelt beſt fic, for chin: qwn pleaſure, | 
> profit,and bearts caſe:and bear with my rude: .. 
INI refle, ifl chance to offend thee.. But before Þ 
hf RSG openthis Trunck fullof torments again.wgs , -, 
men, I chink it were not amille to reſemble thoſe which. in '@ll; 
time did ſacrifice to Hercules , for they uſed continually, firſkto : 
whip all their Dogs out of their City: and ſoI think itwere not | 
amiſſero drive all the women ont of wy. hearing,! far ,douhbs|cf. Ls 
this'lietle ſpark- will kindle into {uch af; mg and rayle ſo.many. 
ſinging Hornets humming about my .cars-thatallthe witT have. 
will not quench the one, nor quiet the other;for I fear that I have | 
ſet down more then they will like of, and yet a_great deal leſſe, | 
thenthey deſerve : and for better proof Ireferr my ſelf, to the 
judgement of Men, which have more experience than my ſelf, 
forTIeſteem little of the malice of Women ; for men will be per= 
ſmaded with reaſon, but Women muſt be anſwered with ſilence 
for Iknow Women will bark more at me, than Cererws three= 
headed Dog did at He:cules, when he came into Hell ro fetch oue 
thefair Proſerpina: andyet I charge them not now but with a 
Bul-ruſh, in reſpe& of a ſecond Book which is almoſt ready: T 
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JST, To the Reader. 


be with Weapons, and my Larum with powder and ſhot :. for 
then we will goe upon theſe venemous Adders,. Serpents, and: 
Snakes, and tread and trample them under our feet ; for Ihave 
known many ſtung with ſome of theſe Scorpions, and therefore 
I warn all men to beware the. Scorpion; I know Women will bite 
the lip atme, and cenſure hard of me, þbuc I fear not the curft 
Cow,for ſhe commonly hath ſhort horns; let thew cenſure of me . 
what they will, for I mean not tomake chem my Judges, and-if 
rhey ſhoot thei: ſpite at me,they may. bit themſclves,and (o 1 will. 
ſmile at them 8s at the fooliſh Fly, which burneth her ſelf in the 
Candle. And ſo friendly Reader, if thou haſt any diſcretion at all, 
thou maiyeſt cake a happy example by theſe moſt lacivious ard 
crafty whoriſh, theeviſh ans knaviſh Women, which were che 
cauſe ofthis my idle time-ſpending ; and yet Ihave no warrane- 
to makethee believe this which I wcice co be true. Bur vet the 
ſimple Bee gatherecb honey where the venemous Spider doth her 
poyſon. And ſo will conclude leaſt chou have cauſe ro ſay; thac 
my Epiſtles are longer then my Book; a Book I may call ic,] hope, 
without offence : for the Colliar calls his horſe a horſe, and the. 
Kings great Steed is but a horſe, 

If thou read but the beginning ofa Book, thou canft give no 
judgement of that which inſuerh ; therefore I ſay, as the Fryer, 
who inthe midſt of his Sermon ſaid often, that the beſt was be- 
hind 3 And fo, ifrhon read it all over, thou ſhalt not be deluded, 
for the beſt is behind. I think, T have ſhot ſo nezr the whice, that 
ſome will account me a good Archer; And fo 1 pray thee to look. 
to thy feet, that thou run not over thy ſhoves, and ſo be paſt re- 
covery afore my ſecond Book come. 


CuaP. I. 


T his rt Chapter ſheweth to what uſe Worzen were made : it 
alſo ſhzwerh, that moſt of them degenerate from the uſe 


they were framed unto, by leading aproud, I:Jie and idle” 


life, to the great hinderance of tbery poor husbanas. 


OSES delſcr b:th a Woman tl.us:* 
At the firſt beginning (:aith he) a 
Woman wasS mace tobe a helper 
unto man ; and ſo they arc indeed, 
for the helpeth to ſpend and con- 
ſume that which man painefulſy 
gettcth, He alſo ſaith, That they 
wcre made of the Rib of a man; & 
| | that their froward nature ſheweth, 
for a Ribis a crooked thing, good for nothing elſe; and 
Women are crooked by nature, for a (mal! occaſton will 
cauſe them to be angry. 

"Again , in a menner, ſhe was no ſonner made but 


un 


E. 
- 
- 
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firaight-way her mind was ſer'upon Miſchief'z for by her - 


aſpiring minde, and wantan will, ſhe quickly procured 
ans fall:and therefore ever ſince tbey are, & have bcen, 

2 woe unto Man, and follow the line of their firſt Jeader, 

. -For, I pay you, let us conſider the rimes paſt, wv.th rhe 

timepreſent:Firſt that of-Divid and Solomons; if they had 

occafion fo miany hundred years agce to exclaime fo 

ge B bitterly 


(2) 
bitterly againſt Women for one of them ſaid, That it 
was better to be a door kceper, and better dwell in a Den 
amongſt Lions, than to be inthe houſe .of a froward and 
wicked womin. And the other ſaid, That the climbing 
up of a ſandy hill to an aged man, was nothing fo weart- 
ſome, as to be troubled with a froward Woman : and fur- 
ther, he ſaid, That the m3lice of a beaſt is notlike the ma- 
lice of a wicked Woman, northar there is any thing more 
dangerousthen a Woman inher fury, 

] he Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Bear being 
robbed of her young ones, the Viper being trod on, all 
theſe are nothing ſorerrible as the fury of a Woman, A 
Buck may be incloſed in a Park, a bridle rules a Horſe, 
a Wolfe may be tyed, a Tiger may be tamed, bur a fro- 
ward Woman will never be tamed; no Spur will make 
her goc, nor no bridle will hold her back : for-if a 
Woman hold an opinion, no man can draw her from 
it: tell her of her fault, ſhe will not belteve that ſhe is 
in any fault : give her good counſel, but ſhe will not 
take it - if you do but look after another Woman, 
then ſhe will be jealous : the more thou Joveſt her ; the 
more ſhe will diſdain thee: and if thou threaten. her, 
then ſhe will be angry : flatter her, and then ſhe will be 
proud : and if thou forbear her, it maketh her bold : and 
} thou chaſten her , then ſhe will tain ro a Serpenb: 
at a word, a Woman will never forget an injufy,nor give 
thanks for a good turn, What wiſe man then will 
change gold to drofle, pleaſure for pain, a quiet life 
for wrapgling brawlcs, from the which martied men are 
never free ? ESL ET 20 

Suloman ſaith, That Womed arc ike ynto Wine, for 
that they willmake men drunk with their devices, 

y 0 Aggin, 


(3) 
Again, intheirlovea Woman is compared to a Py- 
mice- ſton, for which way ſoever you turn a Pumice- 
ſtone. it is full of holes z even ſo are womens hearts, forif 

love ſteal in ar one hole, it Rtepperh cut at arocher, 
. Theyare alſo compared unto a painted Snip, which 
ſeemeth fair outwardly, and yer is nothing but Bailaſt 
within her; orto the Idols in Spain, which are bravely 
ouilt outwardly, and yer nothing bur Lead within them g 
or like untothe Sea, which at ſome rims 15 ſo calme thar 
a Cock-boat may lafely endure her might; bur anon a- 
e2in with outrage ſhe is ſo grown, that it oyerwhelmeth 
the talleſt ſhipthar is, 
\. A froward Woman is compared tothe Wind, and a 
5 ſtill Woman unto the Sun : for the Sun andthe Wind 
' met a Traveler upon the way, and they laid a Wager, 
which of them ſhould ger his Cloak from him firſt : then 
firſt the Wind began boyſteroufly ro blew, but the more 
' the Wind did blow, the more the Traveler wrapped 
and gathered his cloak about him : now when the Wind 
had done what he could, and was never the nearer ; then 
began the Sun gently to ſhine upon him, and hethrew 
off, not only his Cloak, bur alſo his Har and jerkin, This 
Morall ſhewerh that a Woman with high words can' get 
nothing at the hands of ker Husband, neither by froward 
means;but,by gentle and fair means,the may get his hearr- 
blood to do her good. py 
As women are: compared to many things ; even' fo 
many and many more troubles 'commeth galloping 
after the heels ofa Woman, that youn.; men betore- 
hand do not think of; for the World is not made all 
of Qatmeal, nor all is not Gold that gliſtereth, nor 
the way'to heavens not _ with Ruſhes 5 no more 
2 is 


* 2 
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(4) 
56 the Cradle ofeaſe in 3 Womans lap; If thou werta 
Servant, or in bond ge before,yet when thou doecſt marry, 
thy toil is never the nearer ended, for cven then, and not 
before, thou doeſt change rhy golden time tor a drop of 
Honey, wh ch preſently afierwards turneth tobe as bitter 
as Wormewood. 

Yer there are many young men which cudgell their 
wits, and beatthcir brains, and ſpend all their time, in 
the love of Women, and it they get aſmile, or but a fa- 
vour at their loves hand, they ſtraightway are fo rayi- 
ſh:d witb joy, yea, ſo much, that they think they have 

otter God by the hand but, within a while after, they 
will find that they have burthe 'D. vil by the foor, A 
man may generally ſpeak of Women, that for the moſt 
part thou ſh .ic find them diſſembling in the:r deeds, and 
in all the aions ſubtill and dangerous for men to deal 
withall ; for their faces are lures, their beauties are baits, 
theirlooks arc nets, and their words charmes, and all 
to bring men to ruine, 

T here is anold ſaying going thus ; That he which hath 
a fair wife and a white Horſe, ſhall never be with- 


- Out troubles z for a woman that hath a fair face, it 


is ever matched with a cruel! heart z and the heavenly 


looks, with helliſh thoughts : their modeſt countcnace | 


with mercileſſe minds; for Women can both ſmooth 
and ſooth; they are ſo cunning tntheir art of Flartery, as 
if they had been bound Prentice to the trade : they 
have Sirens ſongs toallude thee, and Circes cunning to 
Ir.chant thee: they bear two tongues in one mouth, 
like F#des,; and two hearts in one breſt, Ike Magus; the 
one full of ſmiles, and the other full of frowns : and all 
bo deceive the fimple and plain meaning Man they | 

8 can 
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'('s) 
can with the Sſyre, out of the mouth blow both hot and 


cold. 
And what of all this * Why nothing, but to tell thee, 
that a woman is better loſt than found, beter forſaken, 
than taken, Saint Pev! ſaich, Th:t they which marry, do 
well, but he alſo ſaith, That they which marry not do 
better:and he (no doubt)was well adviſed what he ſpake. 
Then, if thou be wiſe, keep thy head out of the hauker, 
and take heed: before thou have cauſe to enrſe thy hard 
penny worth, or wiſh the Prieſt ſpeechlefle which knit the 
kn, | 
The Philoſophers which lived in the old time, their 
 bpiniors were fo hatd of Marriage that they never de- 
lightedtherein: for one ofthem baing asked, why he mar- 
tied not? He' anſwered, that it was too ſoon : and after- 
wards when he was old, he was askedthe ſame queſt.an, 
and he ſaidthen, It was to late. And farther he aid, 
that a married man hath but two good dayes to be looked 
for, that is, the Marriage day, and the day of his wives 
death;for a woman w1ll teed thee with Hony, and poyſon 
thee with Gall. D:ogenes was ſo dogged that heabhorred 
all Women, and A«guſtize with:d,that he had lived wife- 
leſſe, anddied childleſſe. 
Oa a time one asked Socrates, whether he were better 
to marry, or tolive fingle: And he made anſwer, which 


 ſoever thou-doſt, ir will repent thee; for if thou marrieſt 
- nor, then thou wilt live diſcontented, and dye without 


iſſue, and ſo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſeſſe thy goods ;. 


- and thou doeſt marry, thou ſhalt have. continuall yexa- 


tions; her Dowry will be often caſt into thy diſh, if he 


; do- bring wealth with her. Again, if ſhe complain, 


then her kinsfalks will bend the browes, and her mother 
| | x B3 - will. 


i (0s) 
will ſpeak ker pleaſure bythtes undifrhou marrieſRt one- 
ly for. fair looks, yet thou maycſt hap to poe. with. 
out them when chou lookeſt far them : and'if. thoa mar- 
rieſt d3erhar.is fruitful in beating 'of Children, then will 
thy Eire be rhe more increaſed; 'torliteledoth the Father 
know, what ſhall be the end of his Children : and. if the 


be barren, thou wilt loath hers. and if honeſt, thou wile © 


fear her death, and if unhoneſt, thou wilt be weary of thy 
life:for when thou haſt her,thou muſt ſupport her in all ker 
bad a@ions; and thar will be ſach a perpetual burthenun- 
to thee, that thou hadſt even as good draw water continu- 
ally to fill a botromleſle Tub. | 
A dGentkmanon atime ſaid to his friend, I can help 
you toa good marrizge for your Son: -his friend made 
him this anſwer, My Son (ſaid he) ſhall fiay till he haye 


more wit - the Gentleman replyed again, ſaying, If you 


marry him not before he hach wit, he will never marry 
ſo long as he liveth - For a married man is like unto 
one arreſted, and I think that many a man would flye 
up into heaven, if this arreſt of Marriage kept him not 
back, 
" Tris faid of one named Domerras, that heoburied three 
| Wives, and yet never wet one Handkercker ; no, nor 
ſhed ſo muchas one tear: Alſo Yhyſſes, he had a dogge 
which loved him well z and when that dogee dyed, hee 
wept bitterly , but he never ſhed one tear when his 
' Wife dyed. . Wherefore if thou marrieſt without re- 
ſpe, but only for bare love, then thou wilt afterwards 
with ſorrow ſay, Thatthere is more bclongs to Houſc- 
keeping than four bare Legges ina bed, A man can- 
not live with his hands in his boſome, not hay meat in 
the Market for honefty without Money : where there'is 
___ nothing 


47) 
nothing but bare Wals, it is a fit houſe to breed Beggers 
into the world; yea there are many that-think, when 
they are maryed, that they may live by love: buy if wealth 
bewanting, hot love will foon-be cold, and your hor 
delires wiil be ſoon querched with the ſmoak of po- 
yerty, To what end then ſhould we live in love, ſeeing 


tis alife more to be fearedthari death 2 for all rhy mo-. 


ney waſtes in toyes, and is ſpent in banqueting, and 2ll. 
thy time in ſighs and ſobs, to think upon the trouble 
and charge which commonly commetrh with a wife - for 
commonly women are proud without profit, and that is 
2good Purgation-for thy Purſe z and when thy Purſe is 
light, then wil [thy heart be heavies | | 

The pride ef a woman is like the dropfie ; for as drink 
in:reaſeth rhe drought of the one, even ſo Money inlar- 
gcth the pride of the other ; thy Purſe muſt be alway 
open to feed her fancy, and fothy.cxpences will be great. 
and yer perhaps thy getting ſmall - thy houſe muſt be 


ftored with coftly ſtuffe, and yet perhaps thy ſervants. 


ſtarved forlack of meat - thowmuſt diſcharge the Mcx- 
cersBook,; and pay the Haberdaſhers many for her Har. 
muſt be continually onthe new: faſhion, anc her Gowa 
of finer Wool! than the Sheep beareth any : ſhe muſt 
likewiſe have her Jewell box furniſhed, eſpecially if (he: 
be-beaucifully for:then commonly Beauty and Pride 
goth togerher,. ang a beautifull women.is for the moſt 
part :coftly, andno good Huſmife; and if ſhe be a good 
Huſwife then no ſervant will abide her fierce crueitie g 
and if fhe be honeſt and chaſte, then commonly the is. 
jealous; MOOG 1. 't 2:12 ; 
: A Kings Crownand a: fairwoman. is defired of many- 
But he thargenteth either of them, liveth ingrear _ 

| 4 
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blcs and hazzard of his life, He that getterh a fair Wo: 


man is like unto a priſoner loaden with ferters 'of Gold : 


for thou ſhalt not ſo oft kiſſe the ſweer lips of thy beau- | 
tifull wife, as thou ſhilt be driven to ferch bitter fighs. 


from thy ſorrowfull heart, in thinking 'of the charge 
which cometh by her forifthou deny herof ſuch toyes 
as ſhe'ſtands not in need of, and yet is deſirous of them, 


then ſhe. will quickly ſhut the out of the doors of her ' | 


favour, anddeny thee her perſon, and ſhew her (elfe as it 
wereat a W.ndow, playing upon thee, nor with ſmall 
ſhor, but with a cruell Tongue; ſhe will ring thee ſuch a 
peal, that one would thinke the devill were come from 
Hell, ſaying, I might have had choſe which would have 
maintained me like a woman, whereas now I go like no- 
body ; but I will be maintained if thou wert hanged : 
with ſuch like words ſhe will vex thee, blubbering forth 
abundince of di([erhbling rears, (for. women do teach 
their eyes to weep ) for do bur crofſe a Woman, al- 
though it be never ſolittle, ſh: will ftraight-way pur fin- 
ger In the eye and cry : then emp 4 many a fooliſh 
man will flatter her, and intreat her to bequiet ;. but that 


marrs all,' f6r the' more the is intreated ſhe will powre 


forth the more aburdauce ot deceitfultears, and therefore 
no moreto be pitticd, then to ſeea Goole go barefoot: 
for as they have ecars to command, ſohave. they words 
at will, and-oadies art pleaſure; for they make-as much ac- 
count of an vati1; as a Mercharit doth, which will forſweac 
himſelf for the getting of a penny.L never yet knew a wo* 
man, that would deny to (wear in-defence of her own ho- 
neſty, and :lwayes ſtand highly upon ir, alchough ſhe be/a- 
ſhimed to wear it in winter for catching cold , nor in 
Summer for heat, fearing leſt it may melt away, 

| Many 
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Many will ay, this which I write istrue, and yet they 
cannot beware of the Devill, unrill they are plagued with 
his Dam ; The little Lamb skips and leaps , till rhe 
Foxe come, but then he quivers and ſhakes 3 the Bear 
dances at the take, - till the Dogges be ugpahis backe ; 
and ſome men never fear their Money, uf they come 
into the hands of Theeves ; even ſo, tome will never be 
warned, and thercfore are not to be pitied, if they be 
harmed, What are woman, that makes thee fo greedily 
ro gape after them © Indeed ſome their faces a:e fairer 
and beautifuller than others z ſome again ſtand highly 
upon their finc foot and hand, or elſe all Women are a- 
like; Foxe is as good as my Lady, according to the 
Countrey-mans proverb, who gave a great ſumme of 
Money to lye with a Lady ; and going homewards, he 
made grievous moan for his Money ; and one being on 
the other fice of the hedge, heard him ſay, That his Foxe 
at kome wasas goodas my Lady, But whether this be 
- rrue orno, I my telf do not know, but you have it as I 
heard it. 

If :hou marrieſt a Woman of evill report, her diſcre- 
dit will be a ſpot in thy brow ; thou canſt not go in the 
ſtreet with her without mockes, nor amonſt thy neigh- 
bours without frumps, and commonly the faircſt Wo- 
men are ſooneſt inticed to yield unto vanity. He that 
hath a fair Wife and a Whetſtone, every one will be 
whetting thereon : and a Caſt'c is hard to keep, when 
It is aſſaulted by many, and fair Women are commonly 
catched at. He that marieth a fair Women, every one 
will wiſh his death to enjoy her; and if thou be never (o 
rich, and yet but a Clown in condition , then will thy 
fair wife have her credit to pleaſe her far.cy ; - for a 
C Diamond 


(20) 
Diamond hath not his grace but in Gold, no more tath 
a fair woman her full commendations, but in the orna- 
ment of her bravery; by which means there are divers; 
Women, whoſe beauty hath brought their Husbands 
into great erty and diſcredit, . by their pride and 
whordome, fair Woman commonly will go like 
a _ and her Husband muſt go like a Wood- 
cock, | 

That great Gyant Pa»phymapho, who had Bears way- 
ting upon him like Dogges, and could make tame any 
wild beaſt; yet awanton woman he could never rule nor 
turn to his will. 

Solomon was the wileſt Prince that ever was; yet he 
luſted after ſo many women, that they made him quickly 
forſake his God, which did alwayes guide his ſteps fo 
long as he lived godly, 

And was not David the beſt beloved of God, and a 
mighty Prince *- yet for the love of women he purchaſed 
the diſp'caſure of his God. 

Sampſon was the ſtrongeſt man that ever was, for cvery 
lock ot his head was the {trength of another man, yer by 
a woman he was overcome he revealed tis. ſtrength ta 
—her, and payed kis life for that folly. | 

Did not Fe7«6el,tor her wicked luſt,cauſe her Husbands 
bleod tobe given to Dogges ? 

Febs wife gave her Husband counſel to blaſpheme God, 
and tocurle him. | 

Agamemnons wite, for a {mall injury that her Husband 
did her, ſh: fi: ſt committed adultery, and afterwards con- 
ſented ta his cath. 

Alſo the Wife of Hercales, ſhe gave her Husband a * 
poy ſoned Shirt, which was no. ſooner on his back, _ - 


(11) 
did ſtick ſo faſt, that when he would have plucked it ofþ 
ittore the fleſh with it, 

_ Ifchou wouldeſt avoid theſe evils, thou muſt, with 
Khyſſes, bind thy (elf to the Maſt of the Ship, as hedid, or 
elſe it would have coſt him his life , for otherwiſe the Sy- 
r eniau women would have enticed him into the Sea, if he 
had not ſo done. 

It is ſtrange to ſee the mad feats of women : for they 
will be now merry, then againe ſad; now laugh, then 
weep 3 now {ck , then preſently whole: all things which 
like not them, are naught, and if it be never fo bad, if i 
like them, it is excellent, | 

Again, it is death for womento be denied the thing 
which they demand, and yet they will deſpile things given 
unasked, 

. Whena Wc man wanteth any thing, ſhe will flatter 
and (peak fairz nor much unlike the flattering Butcher, 
who gently clawerh thc Oxc, when he intendcth ro knock 
him on the hcad : but the thing being orce obtained, and 
their defires gained) then they will begin to look big, 
and anſwer: ſo ſtately, and ſpeak ſo ſcornfully, that one 
would imagine they would never ſcek help, ror crave 
comfort atthy hand any more : But a Woman is fatly 
compared: to a Ship, which being never ſo well rig- 
ged, yet one thing or otheris to be amended : even (0, 
give a womanall that ſhe can demand to day, yet ſhe 
will be out of reparation to morrow, and want one thing 
or other. | 

Women are called night Crowes, for that commonly 
in the night they will make requeſt for ſuch toyes as; 
commeth in their heads in the day. Women know 
thetr time to work their craft; for in nigl.t they will 

"$8 work 
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work a man like Wax, and draw him like as the Ada- 


want doth the Iron : and having once brought him to: 


the bent of her Bow,then ſhe makes requeſt for a Gown of 


the new faſhion ſtuffe, for a Per coar: of the fineſt. Stam- | 


mell, or for a Har of the neweſt faſhion. Her Husband be- 


ing overcome by her flutering ſpeech, partly he yecldeth 


to ber requeſt although it be a grief to him, for that he. 
can hardly ſpare it our of his ſtock; yet for quictneſſe 
ſake , he doth promiſe what ſhe de mandeth, partly 
becauſe he would fſleepe quicily in his Bed. Again, 
every maried man knoweth this, that a: Woman will ne- 
ver be quiet, if her mind be (et upon a thing, rill ſh- have: 
i', Now, if thou diive her off with delayes, then her 
fore-head will be full of frownes, as if ſhe threatned: 
ro make Clubs Trump, and thou never a black Cird in; 
thy hand : for except a Woman have whart ſhe will, 
fay what ſhe liſt, and £o where ſhe pleaſe , otherwiſe 
thy houſe will be ſo full of ſmoak, that thou canſt not 
ſrandin it, 

Itis ſaid, That an old Dogge, and an hungry Flea, bite: 
fore, but, in my mind, afroward Woman birteth more ſo- 
rer: and'it thou go about to maſter a Woman, hoping 
te: bring- her to humility, there is no way to make her 
good with ſtripes, except thou beat her to death: for, do- 
what thou wilt, yer a-froward Woman, in her frantick- 
mood will pull, hale, ſwear, ſcratch, and tear, all: that. 
tands in her way, | 

What wilt thou that I ſay more, oh thou poor maried: 
man* If women do not feel the rain , yet here is a 
ſhower coming , which will wer - them to the skinnes. 
A woman which is fair in ſhew, is-foul- in condition ; 
fbe is lke unto a Glow- worme, which is: bright in the 


hedge, 


; 


PI 


ot a ao HtjEeaee 8 AS. aa aa ow R®*,&S a” ko Hw<4 a a—_ wands dla ICS adi. ons ea” ST. i 


(23). 
hedge, and black inthe hand : in the greeneft graſſe 1;- 
eth hid the greateſt Serpent z,. painted Pors commonly 
hold deadly poyſon, and, in the cleareſt water, the.uglieſt 
Toad ; and the faireſt woman hath ſome filthinefle in her : 
All isnot Gold thar*gliftereth :* a ſoviliag-conrenance. is 
no certaiteftimoriia}-of a. metry heart} nor. coftly- gar- 
metts-ofa rieh'Purſe; Men domnotcommend a Judgefor 
tharche weareth a Scarlet Gown, bur'for his juſt dealing ; 
no more are womanto be «fteemed:af-bythe ornament of 
their bravery,. bur for their good;heHaviour-z: yet. there is 
no River ſocleare, bur there is ſome-dirt inthe bottome, 
But many a man inthis Land, we need hoti goany further - 
for.cxamples, but hcre.we may ſce many fooles it every- 
place ſnared in womens Nets, rang > wa familixrir bor | 
acquaintance with them : I thinks; if.chey;were-numbred, - 
the number wonld piſſe infinite, if te; wete' he 

for the love of wantons have loft their yoyages at Sea, to - 
their great hinderances : and many other have never 
regarded the farre diſtance: which they: have- been. from 
their. Countrcy and Friends, untill they had conſumed - 
their ſubſtance 3 and thenbeing, aſhamed to returne home 
again. in ſach bad ſort, 1:mean .by. weeping . Croſſe, 
and pennyleſſe Bench, . many of them rather chuſe to de- 
ſerve N,w-gate, and ſo come to Tyburne, farre contrary to - 
the expeRarion oftheir friends and parents, which had o- - 
therwiſe provided for them, if they had had grace, or. 
rould have been ruled, 
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»N1:17 Noangd'y 503 ni; ban ofin 21. dias, 
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The ſecond Chagter ſhmneth ths munney of ſucby Wamen is 
-'" ve por ewilirepertq Tt:alſa ſbewarb, ther Wes beawrnef 
. Ween bathrhees 1he -hane of many 41a for it hath 
overcame wudtient avd firong men, eloquent.and ſubtil 
men;aud inaward,it 41b vuercame 4h meu, 44 by exany 
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we 1 fccharof Sa/omon; unto whom God gave 
| Q finpular wit and wiſedome- : yet hee loved 
I 1o-many Women, that he quite forgor his 
0 GS God, which alwayes:did guide his ſtcppes 
GROW 6 lng as he lived: godly, and ruled juſtly: 
bur after he had glutted) himfelf with Women ;  theh 
hee could' ſay, Yavity of Vawites,” all. « but Vanity. He 
alſo in manyPplaces of bis Books. bf P-overby, 'oxclaimes 
moſt birrerly againſt lowd Women, calling them all that 
naught is, and alfa: diſplayerh their propertics, And yet 
I cannot 'ler men go blameleſſe.; alrhough Women go 
ſhimeleffe, but I'wilhrouch them both : for if there were 
no receiyers, then there would not bei ſo many ſtealers; 
if there werenat ſo many Knaves, there would not be fo 
many Whores z forth:y both hold together, ro boulfter 
each others villany : for alwayes birds of a- feather will 
flock together, hand in hand to boulſter each others 
villany. Men, 1 ſay, may live without Women, but Wo- 
men cannot live without Men: For Yew, whoſe beauty 
was excellent fair, yet when ſhe needed a mans helpe, 
ſhe took Yelcan, a Club footed Smith, And _— 
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if a wornans face gliſter, and hex geſture picxce the Marble 
wallz or if her Tongue be ſa fmogth 26. oy), and ſo ſott 
a filk, and her words ſo.fweer as Honey 4 0r es were 
avery Ape for wit, ora: bagge of Gold for. wealth ; orif 
her perſonage have ſtolne away'all that Natwre can af- 
ford, and ſhe be.deckt up in gorgious apparell: then a 
thouſand to one. but ſhe will love to-walke where ſhe may 
get acquaintance, and-acquaintance :\bripgeth, familiarity, 
and fanuliarity, feargth;all folljes abroach,z, and,twenty.to 
one, that if a woman loyc.gadding, but that {hg will pawne 
her honeſty topleale her fancy. _,j, . 70 | 

Man muſt bejatall the coſt; and; yer'live bythe; loſſe g 
ziman muſt cake all zho.pains; and women, willſpeed all 
the gains: 2 man. muſt watch 2nd. ward, Ggkt; and dc- - 
fend, Till che ground, labour in the Y,neyard 5 and; look 
what be getteth in (even years, a Woman will. ſpread it- 
abroad with a fork in one; year , and yet little. enough: 
Pieter aff turo,. but. a;;greas deal 56 little-to wget her. 
$909, vill: Nay, if thou .givg hey 'neyer {0 mgch, . and 
yet if rhy perſonage jplcalc not.her, homour, then will 'F 
not, give. 4. halt .pernny for her: honeſty at the years. 


.tnd: For-then her Breſt. will be the harbuwer. of an. 


envious heart, and her heart the. ſtore-houſe of poy» 
foned hatred: her head will deviſe villany., and her 
hands are ready to. praRiſe that which her heart deyi-- 
ſeth. 

Then whocan bur ſay, that Women ſprung - from the. 
Devil, whoſe heads, hands, hearts, minds and ſouls are 
evill «-For women are called the hook of all eyill, becauſe. 
ten are taken with them, as a Fith is taken by the hook. 
For women have a thouſand wayes to entice thee, and 
ten thouſand wayes to deceive thee, and all ſuch fools. 
as. 


(x6) 
235 4re ſuiters-unto them; ſome' they keepin *handavith 

ifes, and ſorfte they feed with-flattcry, 'and ſome 
they delay with- datfiance; and ſore they aſe with 
kiſſes £ they lay” out" the Folds* of their hair to'entar? 
ole mer is-their love z betwixt their beſts is the val. 
tey of deſtruRion, and in their beds 1s he:l, ſorrow," and 
repen:ance, Eagles cat not meh till they are dead, bur 
Women devovr' them alive : for a Woman will 'picke 
thy Potket, *d<mpry thy Purſe, laugtrin'thy'face,” and 
car tliy throar+ they are fingratefull perjured, full of 
fraud, flouting, and deceit, unconſtant, waſpiſh, toyith, 
kghr, fullen, proud diſcourreous, and cruell: and yet they 
were by!God created, and by Nature formed, and thete- 
fore by* policy, and' wiſdome to be 'avoyded; for 'good 
thinksabuſed, arcto bee'refuſed, or -eHe' for a Moneths 
pleaſure, ſhe may hap to make rhee go ſtarke naked : "ſhe 
will 'give thee roaſt mear, butſhe will beat thee. with'the 
Spit If thou haſt 'Crowns In' thy Purſe, the. will 'be 
thy hearts gold, uiiti}l the leave thee nora whit of white 
Money -* they are like Sumther-birds, for they will abide 
no ſtorm, but flock about thee in the pride of thy glo- 
ry, and flye fromthce in the ſtorms of aflitions, for 
they ayme-more at thy wealth then at thy perſon, and 
eſtecm more thy money than any mans vertuous qua-- 
licies: for they eſteem of a min without money, as 2 
Horſe doth of a fair Stable. without meat , they are 
Ike Eagles, which will alwayes flye where the carrion 


1 


S. 

She will play the Horſe-leach to ſucke away thy wealth, 
but inthe Winter of thy miſcryſhe will flye away from 
thee: Nor unlike the Swallow, which in the Summer har- 
 boureth her ſelf under the eves of an houſe, and againſt 


Winter 
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Winter flyeth away, leaving nothing but dittbehind her. 
$olomos ſaith, he that'will ſuffer himſelf to be led away, 
or take delight in ſuch womens company, is like a fool 
which rczoy ceth when he is led to the ſtocks, Prov, 7. 
Hoſea, by marriage with a lewd woman, of light bcha- 
viour, was brought intoldolatry, Hoſ.r. S, Paul accoun- 
teth fornicators ſo-odious, that xe ought not to eat meat 
with them, he alſo ſheweth, that fornicators ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of Heaven, 1 Corinth. the 6, Chap. 
and 11. Verſe. 

And inthe ſame Chapter Saint Paul excommunicateth 
fornicators, but upon amendment he receiveth them a- 
gain, Whoredom is puniſhed with death, Dear, 22, 21. 
and Gepeſ. 38.24. Phineas a Prieſt, thruſt rwoadulterers, 
both rhe man and the womon, through the belly with a 
ſpcar, Numb. 25. | | : 
 Goddeteſterh the mony or goods gotten by whore- 
dom, Deut, 23.17, 18, Whores are called by diveis 
names, and the properties of Whores, rov.7.6.and 2. A 
Whore envieth an honeſt woman, Eſadres 19. and 42. 
Whoremongers God will judge, Hb. 13. and 4. They 
ſhall have their portion with the wicked, in the Lake 

that burneth with fire and brimſton, Revel, 21.8. 
Only for the fin of Whoredom, God was ſorry at 
the heart, and repentedthat ever he made man, Geneſis 6, 


6, 


F; 
Saint Payl ſaith, to avoid fornication every man may 
takea wife, 1 Cor. 7,2. 

Therefore he which hath a wife of his own, and yet 
goth to another woman, is like a rich theef , which 
will ſtcal when he hath no need. 

There arethrec ways _— a Whore : by her wan- 

ton 
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ton looks, by her ſpeech, and by her gate, Zccleſteſtirns 
26. And inthe ſame Chapter he faith, that we muſt not 
give our ſtrength to Harlots : for Whores are the eyill 
of all evils, and-the vanity of a'l vanities 5 they weaken 
the ſtrength of a man, & deprive the body of his beauty, 
ir furrowcth the browecs, and maketh the eyes dim, and a 
whoriſh Woman caufeth the Fever and the Gour, and ar 
a word, they are a great ſhortning to a mars life ; For aþ 
though they ſeem to be fo dainty as ſweat meat, yer, in 
tryall, they are not ſo wholſome as ſowre ſawce : They 
have wit, bur it is all in craftzit they love,it is vehemently, 
but if they hate, it is dead'y, 

Plato faith, that Women are cither Angels or Devils, 
and that they either love dearly,' or hate bitterly; for a 
Woman hath no mean in her loye, nor: mercy in her 
hate ; no pity in revenge,nor patience in-her anger: cheree 
fore itis ſaid, that there is nothing in the world which 
both pleaſeth and difpleaſeth aman more then a woman g 
for a woman moſt dclighterh a man, and jet moſt ,decei« 
veth him : for'as there'is nothing more ſweet unto-2 mad 
thana woman when ſhe (mileth; even ſo, there is nothing 
more orgious than the fierce and angry countenance of a 
Woman. gs | 

Solomon in the 20, of Ecileſ} ſaith, thatan angry Wo- 
man will'fome ar:mouth like a Bore, ' It all this 'be true, 
as moſt true it is, why ſhouldeſt thou ſpend one hour in 
prayſe ofa Woman, as ſome fools do? For ſome will 
brag of the beauty of ſuch a Mayd, another will vaunt of 
the bravery of ſuch a Woman, thatſhe gocth beyond all 
the Women in the Pariſh. Again, ſome ſtudy. rheir fine 
wits, how they may cunningly ſooth women , and with 
Logick how to reaſon with them, and with Eloquence 
to 
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toperſwadethem: they are alwayes tempering their wits 
as Fidlers do their ſtrings, who wreſt them ſo high, that 
many times they ſtretch them bcyound Time, Tune, and 
Seaſon. 

: Again, there are many that weary themſelves with 
dallaying,playing,and ſporting with women,ind yer they 
are never latisfied with the unſatiable defire of them: if 
wich a ſong thou wouldcſt be brought allecp, or with a 
dance be led to delight, then a fair Woman is fic for thy 
dyct, it thy head be in her lapp, ſhe will make the be- 
lieve that thou art hard by Gods ſear, when indeed thou 


art juſt ac Hell gate. 


Theedora, a monſtrous Strumper, on a time, made her 
bragges to Socrates, of the great haunt of luſtic Gal- 
lants which came to her houſe - and furthermore, ſhe 
told him, that ſhe could ger away more of his Schollars 
from him, then he could of hers from her. No mary<ll 
(quoth Socrates) for ihy wayes ſeem pleaſant and caſic, . 
and thatis the way youth loves to walkin: but the way 
that leadeth to a vertuous life, ſeemeth- tull of brambles 
and bryers. D ES 

And to match with this, there is an Hiſtory that 
makes mention of three Noble Curtizars, whoſe names 
were Lamia, Flore,and Lais, Lamia and Law, were homo, 
common.to all men, they would play at ſmall game, ra- 
ther thenTit outz theſe three S:rumpers, during rk cir life 
time,. were the beaunifulle | and richeſt! of that trade in 
the world, and had three (evera'l gifts whereby they al- 
lured. their Lovers to'feck their favours. The Engine 
wherewith Lemiacntrapped her loyers, proceeded from; 
her eyes; for by her! ſmiling _councenarce, and, wanton 
looks, the greatly iuflamed all that beheld her, And 
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Flirawon her lovers by her excellent wit and eloquent 
tongue. And Lai enticed: her Lovers by her ſweet fing- 
ging,and Plcafant fingering of inſtruments of Muſick. 

Bur now again to Lemia ; King Demetrius gave but a, 
glance of his eyes ſuddenly upon her , and was: taken: 
p-eſently with her ner, and.ſpent cleven. talents of Silver 
upon her, which he had provided and appointed to pay 
his ſouldiers : and: furchermore, he quite forſook his 
own wife, and never |cftthe company of this Serum- 
pet, untill'death took her from him, and after ſhe was, 
dead, he mice-great moan for her death; he alſo kifled: 
and embraced: her, and cauſed her to be buried under his. 
window, thatſo otten as | e did {ce her grave, he might. 
bewail hee death. | 

Zais likewiſe had a King,whoſe name was F5rrhas which: 
was her chief friend, but yet he ſerved bur as ir were for a; 
do3k; for he continued rot very long with her in Greece, 
but went himſelf to the wars in 7taly , but in, his abſence: 
ſhe was not only ſought to, but obtained of many, and- 
ſer down: her-price; that before ſhe would do. her. work, 
ſhe would have her money.. 

Now to Flora, ſhe was a Kings daughter, her parcnts 
dycd-when ſhe was of the age of 15.years, and ſhe was left: 
as rich as beautifull, ſhe hadthe bridle of liberty. thrown: 
on her neck, ſo that ſhe' might run whether ſhe-would, for, 
ſhe was withour controlement, fo that ſuddenly ſhe dc- 
termined to traveli-and fee the warres of 4frica,. where 
the made ſaleborth-of her perſonage and honour. 

- "King: Mexe/axs was the firſt that made love-unto her, as 
he was marching to the wars of Cartbage, and ſpeat more 
mony uporr her, then in conquering his.Encmies. 

Butas the was of a Nable race, fo it is ſaid, that ſhe ne-- 
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ver gave her ſelf over tomean and petty company, as 
the other twwodid , but ſhe had: a ſcrowle ſer over her 
eate, the tenor thereof was: thus; King, Prince, Empe-- 
rour, or Biſhop, enter this-Palace and welcome : neither 
was this Flora fo greedy of Gold. as the other two were 
for on a time one of her familiar friends asked her the 
cauſe why the did not make price of her love; She made 
this anſwer, I commit my body to none but Princes and 
Nob!emen, and I (wear there was never man gave me 
fo little, but L had more than I would have asked, or that 
looked for ; and furthermore ,the ſaid, that a Noble wo+ 
wan Ought not to make price of her love: all things are at 
certain rate, except love, and that a woman of great 
beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed of, as the eſteems of 
her (elf. She. dyed. at the age of fourty years, and the 
wealth ſhe left b:hind her in Rome, was valued to be. {o 
much, as would have builded new walls. round abour.the- 
City, if there had been no walls at all; 
Was not that Nuble City of Troy ſacked & ſpoyled for 
the fair Helena and whenit had coſt many mens lives, 


and much blood was ſhed, 3nd when they had got the con- 


queſt, they got-but-an Harlort. By this and that which tol- 
loweth, thou ſhalt ſee the power of Women, how:it hath. 
been ſo-great, and more prevailed in.the bewitching mens. 
wits,and in overcoming their ſenſes, then all other things, 
whatſoever. It hath nor only vanquiſhed Kings and 
Keyſars, but it hath alſo furprized Caſtles and Countries, 
nay, what is it that a. waman: cannot do,. which knows, 
her power 2 

Therefore ſtay not.alone inthe company of a Woman, 


truſting to thy own chaſtity., except thou be. more 


Rronger than S«wpſon, more wiſe then Solomoy,. or more 
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holy than Dawid,for theſrand-manys more have been or- 
vercome'by the ſweet cnticements of Women, as thou 
ſhalc read hereafter. | : | 

- Iris ſaid that the gods: themſclyes;did; change. their 
ſhapes, for the love of ſuch women. they luſted after, 
Fpiter hetransformed himſelf into.@ Bull, Nep!ane into 
2 Horſe, and Mercvry into a G at, 

Ariſtrippss deſired ſweet meat for his belly, and a fair 
woman for his bed, 

Bur in my mind, he that layes his net to catch a fair 
Woman, he may chance to fall into the ſpring which 
was layd for a Woodcock: therefore I do admoniſh 
young men, and adviſe old men, and I counſel! ſimple 
men, and I warn all men, that they flye a wicked woman, 
as from the peſtilence, or elſe ſhe will/make thee flye in 
theend, ETC ET TIUBT. 

Ariſtotle,for keeping company witha Queanin Athens, 
was fain to'run away to fave himſelf trom puniſhment, 
and yet he had dwelt there, and wrote many Books for 
the ſpace of thirty years. 1b* 32) 

Again,S«wpſon and Hercales forall their great ſtrength 
and conqueſtiof Gyants and Monſters, yet the one.yeel- 
.ded his Club at Deienira's foot, and che other revealed 
his ſtcegrh to:Del:1ah, and payd his lite for his folly. . - -- 

The ſugred and renowned Orators,:Demonſthenes and 
Hortenſius, the.one came from Atrensunto Corinth, to 
compound & agre with Las a common ſtrumpet, as you 

heard before of her, & yerhe had but one nights lodging 
with her. And the other was (o farr in love with-anothet 
Bird of the ſame Cage, the:which:he could not obtain, 
nor yet.could he conquer her affeftion; untill he had: quit 
pined himſelf away, fotharinſhort'timethe (bad waſted 
himſelf to nothing, » | Piato, 
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Plato, for all his greatPhiloſophy and knowledge, 
kept company with Archenaſſe whendhe was old , and 
forſaken of her Lovers : for ſhe had. given her {clf ro 
anumber in her youth g yer, neverthcleſle. Plato fo loved 
her:, that I——— many verſes. in \epamqencaion of 
her. 

Allo Secrates,. for hlademory and wiſdom, is renowed- 
throughoutall the world, 'yer;he moſt dearly loved 4h. 
phaſia, an old and over-worne Strumper,. +; | 

Love ſtayed King a4ntrdtirw-in Calcigia 2mbolc winger, 
for one Mayd thathe tancycd there: to: his great: hinde-- 
rance, "011,942 :r: 115 t 5g 

Love ſtayed King Haunibahin Capion Jang ſeaſon lay- 
ing all ather:his nedeſfaryh Fairs aide, the which wasing 
ſmall hinderance ro hims;fosy inthe man mhile;-his: ene 
mics invaded agrea-paetof his Gauntry;- 1 1c «> 

Likewiſe Ful:#s Ceſar, he cominyed in Alexandria; 
long ſeaſon, netfor the love) of one; bur he luſted cher: 
many,;£0 his great:infamy nd Wilgracts. . .205V; 
Lhogreat Captain Hodef Worms mbololghtmadenatny: 
phone to quake, yethe 4 ng an wexlain byte 


WE. now rods. love (ogreas ta awomm chat he Cate 


| fed Toby Baptifftoloſe, his beadfgr her fakei?! 


- Whers fore »8yoidethe fight many times is the beſt: 
Razor a Gur of the: qcafien of the. evill 4which-.comerh: 
by Women; fgr-had:;not, Holafernes ſeen the: beality of: 
Fedath, and marked the finencfle of her for, he had not; 


loft bis head- by: het, +If Hergd had not-ſecn Herediats 


dzughter danceyhe bad; notÞ cratbly gramed+ ber: Saint; 
Ae A bead. Had no+Zverſeen wee ind 


was tempted with. the, beauty of ;rhe. Serpcrit; who 
25s 


(24) 
-as our Schoole-men do write, that he ſhewed himſelf 
like a fair young man, bur had not ſhe ſcen'it, I ſay, ſhe 
had not catenthercof, to herown grief and many more, 
By ſight, the wife of Poripher was moved to luſt after her 
ſervant Foſeph, It is ſaid of 'Semiramis of Babylon,that afe 
ter her husbands death, ſhe waxed ſo unſatiable in car. 
nall-luft, thatztwo men at' ane time could nor ſatisfie her 
deſire,and ſoby her unſatiableneſle, artlength all Perſia 
grew full of whores, ' io | 
© And likewiſc of one-Fenw-a 'ſtrumper in/Typriys,it is ſup. 
poſed, thatby her fame and ill life, the cauſed all Cyprue 
atlength to be full of Queans, LBS. 
And of one fair Rhodopein v£gypt,who was the firſt no« 
ted 'Womanimn-thar Countrey,bur at length all the whole 
Countrey became full of ſtrumpers, - | 

Is it not ſtrange thatthe ſeed of onerman ſhould breed 
fuch woe unto all men ? 

One ſaid unto his friend, Come let us go ſee a pretty 
Wench, The other made this anſwer z Lhave, ſaid he, 
fhakenſuch ferters from my. heals, and I. will never go 
where I know I ſhall-xrepent afterwards. But yer, happily, 
ſome may ſay unto mezif thou ſhouldeſt refuſe the compa 
ny orthe courtefic of a woman, then ſhe would: account 
thee a ſoft-ſpirited fool, anda milk-fop; and mecock; - - 

- But alas fond fool, 'wilt thou more regard their babble 
than'thine-own blifſe'? 'Or eſteem mor?” their ' frumps, 
than thine own welfare © Doſt thou not know, that wo- 
men always ſtrive againſt wiſdome, although m 
times it be their- utter overthrow? Like the Bee, : whic 
is often-hurt with her own 'Honey,' even ſo women arc 
often plagued wirh their -own' conceit,' weighing down 
Jove with difcourtefic,giving them a weed which _ 

them 
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ther with lowers as their catching'in jeſt 2nd their kce- 
ing in earneſt, and yet ſhe thinks-that ſhe keeps her 
lelt blameleſſe, and in all ill vices ſhe would go name- 
lefſe ; bur if he carry it never. ſoclean, yet in the end 
ſhe will be accounted bur a cunny-catching Quean : 
2nd yet (hz will ſwear that ſhe will thrive, as long as ſhe 
can:fing one man alive, for ſh: thinks to do all her 
knavery inviſibly : {he will have a figge-leaf to cover her 
ſhanez burwhen the figge-leat is dry and withered, ir 
doth ſhery her nakedneſſe tothe world. For take away 
their painred cloaths and then they look like ragged 
wallsztake away the:r Ruffs,and then they look ruggedly3 
their Coyfes and Stomachers, and they are fimple ro be- 
hold ; their -hair untruſt , they look wildely : and yer 
there are wany,which lay their nets to catch a pretty wo- 
man: bur he which getrerh ſuch a prize gains nothing by 
his adventure, bur ſhame to the Body, and danger to the 
Sou' ; forthe heat of the young blood of theſe wan- 
tons, leads many unto deſt;ution for this worlds plea- 
fore : -tt inchants your minds, and enfcebleth your Bec- 
dics with diſcaſes z. it alſo icandalizeth your good names : 
bur, moſt of all, ir endangereth your Souls. How can ir 
otherwiſe chooſe, when luſt and uncleannefle continually 
ke-p them company, gluttony and ſloth ferveth them 
ar the Table, pride and vain- glory apparcileth them * But 
theſe ſervants will wax weary of their fervice, and in the 
cad they ſhall have no othet ſervan $ to attend them, but 
only ſhime, grief, and repentance : bur then, oh then 
(you will (ay )when it is roo Jate 3 Ob, would to God that 
we had been more carcfuil of- true glorious modeſty 
and lefle cunning to-keep wantons-company ! Oh there- 
fore remember, and think beforehand, that every _ 
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hath his ſowre-: then buy nor with a dropof honey a gals. 


lon of gall. Donot think that this worlds - pleaſure will 
paſſe away w.th a trifle; and thatno fooner gone bur pre. 


fently forgotten : No, no, anſwer” your -{zlves, 'thar the” 


puniſhment remainerh eternally, and therefore berrer it 
were to be an addle Egge, then an ill bird, For we are 
not born to our ſelves, ro live atpleaſure, but 'to rake 
pains-#nd to labour forthe good of 'our Countrey,; yer 
fo deceirfull is the preſent ſweetneſſe, that we: never re 
| member the following ſowre, For youth is roo too eaſily 
won and overcome with the worlds vanities: Oh too 
foon {I'ſay) is youth in the blolſomes cCevoured- with 
the Carrerpillers of foul luſt and Jacivious deſire<,? The 


black Fiend of Hell, by rhis 'enticingi:(weer 'fin of luſt, 


draws many young wits to confuſion? for in time ic 
draws out the heart blood of your good names, and: that 
being once loſt 1s never gotten again,: 1his | 

Again , luſt cauſeth you to do ſuch: foul dreds, 


which makes your fore- heads for ever afterwards ſecm 
fpotred and black with ſhame andeverlaſting infamy, by. 


which means. your graves after death are cloſed up with 
rimes ſcandal}, And yet women, are eaſily woocd, and 


ſoon won; got with an Apple, and loſt. with a paring. 


Young wits are ſoon corrupted, womens bright beau- 
ries breed curiousthoughts ; and golden gifts eafily over- 
come wanton" defires, with changing modeſty into pa- 


times of vaniry,- and being once delighted therein, con» ' 


tinue in the ſame without repentance, you. are only the 


peoples wonder, and misfortunes banding ballxolt up:and 


down the'world with woe-npon wot © yea, tcn thouſand 
wocs will/be galloping hard at your-heeis; and 'purſae 
you whereſocver'you go't for thoſe of ill. report cannot 


long 
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proing w*their'Glafſe; like: Apes, torptank upithemſqlves 
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long ſtay in one place,” but rove and wander about the 


world, and yet ever fortunate, proſpering in nothing, 
forſaken:and caſt out of all civill companions, ſtill in tear 
leſt Abthioriry with the: Sword of Juſtice barr. them of 
libertv, Loe thus your lives are dilpiſed, -walking like 
night Oules in miſery , and no comforr (hall be. your 
friends, but only*repentance coming too late, and over- 
dear bought. A pennancearg} punithmentgdye to all ſuck 
hared ci eatures as theſe are, 

Therefore belteve all you unmarried wantons, and in 
believing grieve, that you have thus -unluckily made 
your ſelves ncicher Mayds , Widows nor. Wives, but 
more vile than filthy channell-durt, fit to be (wept out of 
the heart and! ſuburbs of your Countrey. O then ſuffer 
not-this worlds pleaſure to take from you the good 
thoughts of an honeſt life :- Bur down, down upon your 


knees you earthly Serpents, and. waſh; away your black 


fin wich the Chriſtiall teares {ob true ſogrow and repen« 
tance, ſo whenthar'y ou wander from this enticing world, 
youmay be waſhed: and clenſed. from this foul leproſie 
Gagmure. | 11:21 v8 elm Ne E- ind as 
: :Loerhus in remorſe of. mind my:topgue hath uttered 
to the: Wantons :of the; World: the' abundance of my 
hearrsgrief, which 1 have: perccived by the unſeemly 
tthaviourot uncobſtai;t, barh men and women; yer. men 
forthe-| moſti-parriiarc rouched/with' one: tale, which is 


J drinking to:mnok þ buraisc4aid;ott Women, that they 


have rwoffaidtsthar 15;they:can-neither ſay weil, nor yer 
fowell; :mmolligit ono 1 heghls ale mer belt ng 

For commonly women are.the moſt, part of the fore 
noon -painting themſelves; and fruzling their, hairs, and 
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in their Gaudies, like Puppers or hke the Spider, which 
weaves a fine wcbto hang t: e flye : Amongſt women the 
is accounted a Slut, wh'ch gceth not in her Silks z There. 
forc'if thou wilt pleaſe thy Lady, thou muſt like and loye 
ſue and ſerve; and in ſpending thou-muſt lay on Load, for 
they muſt have maintenance, howſoever thou get it, by 
hook or crook, our of Fdas Bigg, or the Devils Bud- 
get's thou muſt ſpare neither Lands nor Living, Money 
nor Gold. 

For Women will count thee a. Pinch-penny,' if thou 
be-not prodigall z and Daſtard if thou be not vcn urous , 
for-they- count none valiant. except they be deſpera e, 
it (ilent a Sor, it full-of words-a tool ; judging all ro be 
Clowns, which be not C-ourtiers,. If thou be clea ly-in 
thine Ap-rrel, they will terme thee prord; if m-an in 
Appacrel, a Sloveny if tall, a Lunges ; if ſhort, a Dwatt : 
for they have ripe wits and ready tongues, and if they get 
an inch they will cla'm an ell 5 ſhe w.l] coll thee about the 
neck with one han}, but the other ſhall be diving into 
thy pocket : andif thou take her with the manner, then it 
was bur in jeſt, but many times they rake it in j:ſt, and (if 
they bc nor ſpyed) keep it incarneſt : but it thy pockets 
grow-empty, andthy revenues will not hold our longer, 
to mainrain her-pompe and bravery; then ſhe preſently 
leaves to make much of thy perſon, and will nor ſtick to 
fay unto thee, that ſhe could have beſtowed her love :0n 
ſuch aone, as-would have maintained her hike a woman; 
fo by- this. means they:-weave the webb of: their own 
woe, 1nd ſpin the thread of their own thralldome ;! if they 
lack, they will Lick atthe laſt; for they will-cut;it-our of 
the whole Cloth, ſo long as the:Piece: will hold:our. - - - 
Is not the Bee lived tor his: Honey, the ſheep _ 
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for his Fleece,, the Oxe neck wrought for his Maſters 
profir, the Fowl plucked for feathers , the Tree graf- 
red to bring forth fruit, and the earth laboured to bring 
forth Corn 2 But what labour or coft thou beſtoweſt on 
a.woman is caſt away, for ſhe will yeeld thee no profic 
at 311: for whenthou haſt don a'l, and given them all 
they can demand, yet thou ſhalt be as well rewarded 
as thoſe men were whom e/op hired for three half pence 
a day to recite his Fables. 

-- Theſe thirgs being wiſely conſidered, then what a fool 
art thou to blind thy. ſelf ia their bold behaviour , and 


bow at their becks, and come at their calls, and (ell thy 


Lands to make them ſwim in their Silkes, and ſit in.theur 
Jewcls, making Gill a Gentlewoman, in fo much. that ſhe 


careth not a penny for the fineſt, nor a fig for the proudeſt? / 


She is as good as the beſt, although the have no more 
hon«ſty theo hardly to ſerve her own.,turn, ſuffering 


every mans fingers as deep in the Dit as thine are in. 


the Platter, and every man to angle where thou caſteſt thy 
hook, holding up to all that come, not much .unlike a 
Barbers chair that ſo ſoone as one knave is our, another 
1s in;;a common hackney for every one that, will ride, a 


boat geargy + one tO row in, Now if thy wealth do begin . 


to fail, then ſhe biddeth the farewell, and gives thee the 
«die inthe Devils .name: .not much unlike the knaviſh 
,Parters in Briſtow. who will cry,a new maſter, a new, ,and 
:hang. pp the old. Ifthe marter.be ſo plain, they conlider 


.this, that the houſe where ſuch- a one_;keepeth: her refi- - 
_ dence, is more odious with ſlander, than carion dath in- 
fect the ayre with ſtinks ; let them flatter how they will, 
there 1s no love inthem but, frgm_the tecth outward. I 
blaze their properties the praingr, 40s give thee the ſtron-. 

3 ger, 


ger rexſori, becauſe 1 would havethee loaththe allurin 
trains of ſuch deceitfull and laſcivious women z though 
ſhe make great protcſtetation of love, and thereto bindeth 
her felf with moſt damnable oathes\, then believe her 
teaftiof all, for there is no more hold in her oaths, nor in 
ber love, thanis certainty of a fair day in 4prid, alchough 
it look never”. lo clear, [yet it may turn to be foul. I 
have ſeen a Curtizan thus pitared out : | 
Firſt, a fair young man blind; and'in his armes a beaus 
tiful woman, with one hand in his pocket, ſhewing her 
theft, and a knife inthe other hand to cur his throat. 
Now peradventure thoumay(t ſay unto that: thou doft 

not know one woman from another without ſome rryall, 
becanſe all women arcin ſhape alike ; for the ſowre Crab 
is like the ſiyeer Pippin. Trueir is, the Raven is a Bird, 
and the Swan is but a Bird: even ſo many women are in 
ſhape Angels, but in qualities Devils, Painted Coflins, 
with rorten bones,” The Eftridge carrieth fair feathers, 
bur ranck fi:ſh, The herbe Mole carricth a floyre as 
white as ſnow, but root as black as inke. | 

Although women are beautifull, ſhewing pitty, yettheir 
hearts are'black, (wellmg- with miſchief, not much un- 
like unto old"Trees, whofe outward leaves are fajr 'and 
green, and yet the body rotten: if thou haunt their 
houſes, thou wilr be enamoared; and if thou do but har- 
ken to theſe Syrers,, . thou wilt beinchanted, for they 
will alturethee with atnorbius glances of luſt,” and yet'kill 
"thee with bliteflooks of hate; chey have dimples in their 
checkes to deceive thee, and wrinkles intheir browes to 
| *berray thee: they have eyes to intice, fmiles to flatter, im- 

'bracements to provok,” becky; to; recall, lips co inchark, 

"kiffes roinffaine, and tearstotxcufe themſelves, A 


— 
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' "If God had not madethem only to be a plague tomans. 
he would never have. called, them neccflary evills, and 


what are they better 2 For; what do they cither get or 


gain, ſave tokeep-£;- Nay, they dorrather ſpend and con- 
ſame all that which a man painfully getteth : a man muſt 
be at all the coſt, and yet life bythe loſle. 

_ Iris very eafie for him- which never experienced bim- 
ſelf, in that vain pleaſure, or repenting pleaſure, chuſe 
you wherher,” I mean the accompanying of. lewd Wo- 
men, but ſuch as are exerciſed and experimented in that 
kind of drudgery ; they I ſay, have a continuall deſire, 
and temptation is ready at hand; therefore take: heed at the 
firſt, ſuffer not thy ſelf to be led away, into luſtfull folly g 
for it is more cafier for a young man or miyd to forbear 
carnall a&,than it is fora Widow,and yet more caſic for 
2, Widow, than for herthat is married, and hath: her hus- 
hand wanting, than take heed.-atthe firſt, for there is nq+, 
thing gotten-by women, but-repcnrance. 

' For women arc like a Bay-trce 3 which is ever green. 
but without fruit ; or like the unprofitable Thorne, which 
berrerh as trim a bloſſame as,the Apple; This it nothing, 
bur ta tell thee, .tharethou muſt -nor judge of Gold by 
colour, nor of, Womans qualities by their faces, nor by 
their fpeeches 3 for they have delicate tongues, which will 
raviſh ang rickle the itching eares of giddy-headed young 
men's ſo fogliſh that they think rhemſelves happy if they. 
can bur kifſe the Dazie whereon their Love did tread : 
who if ſhe found, then he defcends preſently into Hell , 
but it ſhe ſmile, then he is carried with wings up into. 
Heaven z There is an old ſaying, that when a Dogge wags 
bis tayle he loyes. lis his Maſter. ,. . ME TS 

Some think that if a woman. ſmile on thera ſhe 1s-,pre- 
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fently over head and cars in love: 'One muſt wear her 
Glove, another her garter, another her colours of delighr 
and another ſhall ſpend and live on the ſpoyl which ſhe 
oe teth from all the reſt : Then if thou-wilt _ thy Bo- 
dy to th: Chiru:gion, and thy Soul to the Devill, ſuch 
women a:e fit for thy dyet. Many creatures of every kind 
reſemble women in conditiont for ſome Horſe, an -un- 
Skilfull rider can hardly order; and ſome again, in de- 
ſpight of the beſt Rider that is, will have a Jadiſh' trick - 
ſome Hawke,alchough ſhe be ill-ſerved, yer will fit- queer; 
and ſome, if never ſo we!l ſerved, yer will continually fye 
at check : Again, ſome hounds by no mears will tor- 
ſake their undertaken game; and ſome again, in ceſpighr 
of the Huntſman, will continually runneat randcme; and 
ſome men will ſteal, if their hands were bound behind 
them,and ſome again will rather ſtarve than ſteal: even 
ſo ſome women will not be won with ſeven years Loving, 
and ſome again will offend withan hours liberty, 

Therefore if thou ſtudy a thouſand years, thou ſhale 
find, a woman no hirg elſe bur a contrary unto manz 
Nay, if thou continue with her a hundred years, thou 
ſhalt fiade in her new fancies, and contrary forts of beha- 
viour.. therefore if all the world were Paper, and all the 
Sea inke, and all rhe trees and plants were pens, and eve- 
ry man inthe worid were a Writer, yer were they not 
able with all their labour and cunning, to ſet down all the 
crafty deceits of women. 

Now me thinks I hear ſome of you ay, «that Young 
wits are ſoone corrupted, and that womens bright beau- 
ty breedeth various thoughts in men; alſo goldengifts 
eaſily over-come wanton womens defires , > and there- 
by maketh them become Yeawe darlings, quite changing 
cuſtomes 
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cuſtoms of modeſty into paſſions of vanity, wherein 
once delighted, they continue in the (ame without repen- 
tance or ſorrow, But alas, you laſcivious Dames, theſe 
lewd conditions of yours, :will ſpeedily bring all your 


| joyes to ſorrow, 


' 


Cua P, Ir, 


The third Chapter ſhewtth a remedy againſt Love, alſo many 
reaſons not to be too haſty in the choyce of a wife. But if 
mo remedy be, but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe 4 
wife, with a commendation of the good, wvertuow, and 


boneftl Womar., 


dWSH&GE not too haſty to marry, for doubtleſſe 
D A if chou marry in haſte, thou ſhalt repent by 
2 leaſure, For there are many troubles which 
Z/<z come galoppirg at the heels of a Woman, 
| > WV which many young. men before hand do 
not think of. The world is not all made of Oare- 
meal; norall is not Gold that gliſters;z nor a ſmiling 
countenance, is no certaine teſtimoniall of a merry 
heart ; nor the way to Heaven is not ſtrewed , with Ru- 
ſhes ; no more is the Cradle of caſe ina womans lap.. If 
thou wert a ſervant or in bondage b+fore, yet when thou 
marricſt, thy toyl is never the neerer ended, but even then 
and not before, thou changeſt thy golden, life-which thou 
didſt lead before, in reſpeR of the married, for a drop of 
Honey, which quickly turneth,to be as bitter .as Worm- 


woods And therctore farr better it were to have two 
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Ploughes going than one Cradle; and better a barn filled, 
than a bed; cherefore cut off the occaſion which may any 
way bring thee. into fools Paradife. Then firſt and aboye 
all ſhun idleneſſe for idlenefle is the beginner, & maintai- 
ner of Love, therefore apply thy ſelf abour ſome affairs, 
or be occupyed about ſome buſineſſe ; for ſolong as thy 
minde or thy body is in labour, the love of women is not 
remembred, nor luſt ever thought upon : but if thou ſpend 
thy time idly among Women, thou art like unto him 
which playeth with the Bee, who may ſooner feel of 
her ſting than taſte of her honey 3 He that roucheth pitch - 
may be defiled therewith. Roſes unadviſedly gathered, 
prick our fingers ; Bees ungently handled ſting our faces , 
and yet the one is pleaſant,and the other is profitable, And. 
if thou be in company of women, the devill himſelf hath 
not more illuſions to get men into his Net, than Women 
have devices and inventions to allure men into their love: 
and if thou ſuffer thy (elf once to be Jed into fools P+ 
zadiſe, (that is. to ſay) the bed or cloſer wherein a Wornan 
is, (then I ſay) thou arr like a Bitd ſnarcd in a Lime»boſh, 
which the more ſhe ſtriveth, thefaſter ſhe is. It is unpoſſi- 
ble to fall among ſtones. and not to be hurt z or amongſt 
thorns, and not be prickts or amongſt nettles and not be 
ftung : A man cannot carry fire in his boſome, and not. 
burn his cloathing z. no more can a.man live in love, but 
it is a life as weariſome as Hell :. and he that marricth a 
Wife, marcheth himſelf unto many troubles, If thou 
marrycſt a ſti!land quict woman, it will feern ro thee, that 
thou rideſt but an ambling'Horſe to hell z bur if with one. 
that is froward and unquiet, then thou wert as good ride 
atrotting Hotſe tothe Devill. Herein I will not bee my 
own carver 2. but I preferre_you to the _—_— + 
thoſe: 
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thoſe which have ſeen the troubles, and felt the tor- 
ments \ for none are b:tter able ro judge of womens qua- 
en 


litics, than thoſe which hayc them z none feels the hard- 
neſſe.of the Flint þut he that ſt1jkes it 3 none knows where 
the ſhooe pincheth, but he rhar wears it, It is (aid, that 
2 man ſhould cat a buſhell of Salt with one which he 
means to make his Friend, before he put any great con- 
fidence or truſt in him : And if chou be ſo long in chooſing 
2 Friend, in my mind thou hadſt need to cat two Bu- 
ſhels of Salc with a Woman, before thou make her thy 
wife ; otherwiſe, before thou haſteaten one Buſhz11l with 
her, thou ſhale raſt of ten quarters of ſorrow, and for c- 
yery dram of p'eaſure 8n ounce of pain, and for eve- 


ry Pintof Honey a Gallon ot Gall, and for every Inch 


of Mirth an Ell of moan. In the beginning, a womans 
love ſeemeth delightfu!, bur endeth with deſtruction g 
therefore he that truſteth tothe love of a woman, ſhall be 
25 ſure as he that hangeth by a leaf of a Tree in the latter 
end of Summer;and yet there is a great difference betwixt 
the ſtanding poole, and the running -ſtreame, although 
they are both Waters. 


Therefore, of two evils chuſe the leaſt, and ayoyd the 


orcateſt, But my meaning is not here to advile thee to 
chuſe the leaſt Woman: tor the little Women, are as un» 
happy as the greateſt ; for though their ſarures be lirtle, 
yet their hearts be big : then oak fair to all, bur truſt 
nance ; and ſay with D.ogezes, It is too ſoon for a young 


man to marry, and too late for old men, One asked a Phis 


loſopher, what the life of a married man was ? He anſ{ive- 

red, Miſcry : And what is his felicity? Miſery: For he Mill 

lingers in hope of further joy : And whar is his end? and 
Wh 


he Rill anſwered, Miſery» 5117 1: | "B41 
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There are fix kinds of Women. that thou ſhouſdeſt 
take heed thou match not thy ſelf to any one of 
them : that is to ſay; . good nor bad, fair nor foul, rich 
nor poor s. for if thou marrieſt one that is good, thoy 
maycft quickly ſpoil her with too much making of her:for 
when p rovender pricks a Woman, then ſhe will grow 
' knaviſh : and if bad, then thou muſt ſupport her in all her 
bad. actions, and that will be ſo wearifome unto thee, that 
thou hadſt as good draw water continually to fill a bot. 
tomleſſe Tub : if ſhe be fair, then thou muſt do nothing 
elſe but watch her ; And if ſhe be foul and loathſome, 
who can abide her? If ſhe be-rich, then thou muſt for- 
bear her becaufe of her, wealth? And if the be poor, then 
thou muſt needs maintain her, = + = 

For if a Woman be never ſorich in dowry, happy by 
ker good name, beautifull of body, ſober of countenace,. 
eloquent in ſpeech, and adorned with vertue, yet they 
Have one il! quality or other, which overthrowerh all che 
other : Eike unto that Cow which giveth. great ſtore of 
milk ,, and- preſently ftriketh it down with her toot :- 
fuch a Cow.is as much to be þlamed for the lofle, as to 
be commended for the gift : or like as when men-talke of 
fuch a man, or ſuch a man, he is an cxcellent-good:work- 
man, or heis a _ Chyrugion, or a good Phyfition, or 
ke is a pretty fellow of his hands ; but yer they conclude 
with this ward : But it is pitty he hath'one- fault, which 
commonly in ſome men is.drankennefſe: then Fay, if he 
were. endued with all the former qualities; yet'they 'can- 
not gatn him ſo much credit'to commrgorle the diſcredit 
that cometh thereby. . i ES > 11 

It-is ſaid off men, 'thad they have but one fault, but of 
women, itis aid that they have two fatiles; tharis to lo, 
| ; cy. 
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they can neither fay well, nordo well, There is aſaying 
that gocth thus, that things farr fetchr and dear bought, 
are of us moſt dearly beloved : The like may be ſayd of 
Women, although many of them are not farr fetched, 
yet they are dear bought; yea, and ſo dear that: many 
2 man curſcth his hard Penny-worth, and bannes his own 
heart. For-the pleaſure of the faireſt woman inthe world 
laſteth but a 'Honey-moon; that is,: while. a Man hath 
olutted bis affeions, and reapped the firſt fruit; his plca- 
ſure being paſt; ſorrow' and repentance remaineth-Rill 
with him, ; 

Therefore: to make thee the ſtronger to ſtrive againſt 
theſe rame Serpents z .thou-ſhalt have more ſtrings torhy 
bow then one; it is ſafe-ridimgat'two anckers: always look 
before thoulcap, leaſt thy ſhins thou chance to breaks. 
Now the fire is kindled, let us burn the other faggot, and 
foto our matter again: | | 
. If a Woman be mever.ſo comely think her.a counter-- 
feir ; if never {o ſtraight, think her' crooked; if ſhe be 
wcll ſer,call her a boſle.; ſlender,. hazell-rwig z if brown, 
think her as black as a Crow; if well coloured, a pain- 
ted wall z if ſad, or ſhame-fac'd, then think her a Clown 5. 
if merry-nd plcalant, :then ſhe is the likerto- be a wanton. . 
Bur if thi be ſuch afool,-that thou wilt ſpend thy time 
and treaſure, the-one to-the love of women, and the other 
todelight. them 3xin-my: minde thou reſembleſt the fimple. 
Indians ,-: who apparrell themſelves maſt: richly. when 


they go to. be burned, - et bloL 0 -þ 
- But what ſhould I ſay? ſome would not givetheir babble 
for tbe'Tower of Lodo», He that hath ſaikdat Sea, hath 
fcenthedangers; and he that is;marryed, ;cah tell of his: 
own woe z but hethat was m_ burnt, will —_—_ 
S'*1l 1 & 3 ths: 
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the fire, ſame will goe to Dice, although they ſee others 
loſe their money at play; and ſome will marry although 
they beg togerher. Is it not ſtrange that men ſhould be (@ 
fooliſh to:dare on Wamen, who differ ſo farr in nature 
from men 2 For a man delights inarms, and in hearing the 
ratling drums, but a Woman loves to hear ſweer mulick, 
on a Lu e, Citternc, or Bandore: a man rcjoyccth to 
march among the murthercd Carcaſles, bur a woman ta 
dance on a ſilken Carpet; a man loves to hear the threat- 
ning of the Princes enemnues, bur a. woman weeps when 
the hears the wars: a man loves tolic on the cold grafſe, 
but a woman muſt be wrapt in warm mantlesz a Man 
triumphs at wars, but a Waman r:joyceth more at peace. 
If a man ralk-of any kinde of beaſt or foul, preſently 
the nature is known: as for example, the Lyons are all 
ſtrong and hardy, the Hares are all fearfull and coward- 
ly,the Doves are all ſimple, and ſoof all beaſts and fowls 
ehe like z I mean, few or none ſwerving from his kinde : 
but women have more contrary ſorts of behaviour than 
there be Women; and therefore impoſhble for a Man to 
know all,no nor one part of womens qualites, all the dayes 
of. his life. 'E $146 
. Some with ſweet words undermine their husbands, as 
Delilah did Sampſon;and ſome with chiding and brawling 
are made weary of the world, as S9cr4tes and Others. $9» 
crates when his wife did chide and brawle, would goe 
out of the houſe, till all were quictagain : but becauſe he 
would not ſcould with her again, it grieved her the 
more; for on a time the watched his going out, and threw 
a Chamber-por. out of a window on his head, Ha, Hz, 
quoth he, Ichoughr after all this Thunder there would 
4 There 
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There is an Hiſtory. maketh mention of one named 4 -- 
»1n1sxc, who invited a friend c{his ro goe home. with him 
to ſupper ; but when-he came home he found his Wife 
chiding and brawling with her Maidens , whereat his 
pt was very much diſcontented. A»»9n:imwe turning to 
iim,faid; Good Lord, how impatient arc theu? I have luf- 
fered her theſe twenty years, and canſt not thou abide 
her two hours £ By which means, he cauſed his Wife to 
leave chiding, and laughed out the matter. 

There is no Woman, but either ſhe hath a long tongue 
or a longing tooth, and they are-two ill neighbours, if 
they dwell together: for the one will lighten the purſe, if 
It be ſtill pleaſed; and the other will waken thee from thy 
fleep, if it be not charmed, Is it nor ſtrange, of whar 
tinge of mettall z Wotnans tongue is made, that neither 
correction can chaſten, nor fair means quiet * for there 
is 2 kinde of venome in it, that neither by fair means nor 
foul they are to be ruled. All Beaſts by Men are made 
tatne, but a Womans tongue will never be tame; it is but 
2 ſmall thing and ſeldome ſeen, but is often heard, tothe 
rercour, and utter confaſton of many a man. 

+ Thereforeas a ſharp bit curbs a froward Horſe, even. 
fo a curſt Woman muſt be roughly uſed 5 bur if Women 
could hold their tongues, then many times men would 
hold their hands :' as 'the beſt merled blade is mixt with 
Iron,cven fo the beft wommn thatiis,is not free frota faults, 
the goodlicft Gardens ate not free from weeds, no ttiorc 
is the beſt, nor faireſt women from ill deeds, 

He that nſcth irmth to tell, 
May blemed be though he ſay wed. 
If thon bz young, marry nt yet - 
If thos be old, thou wilt have more wit, 
Far 
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For young mens wives will not be taught, 

And old mens wives are good for naught, 

And he that for 4 woman ſtrives by Law, 

Shall firive like a Cax-comb, and prove but 4 Daw, 

Then buy thou net that with overmuch coſt 

The thing which yeelds but labour loſt. 

Divers beaſts and fowls þy nature have more ſtrength 

in one part ofthe body then the other; as, the Eagle, in 
the beak; the Vnicors, inthe horn; the Bull, in the head; 
the Bear, inthe arms; the Horſe, it the breſtz the Dogge, 
in his teethy the Serpent, in his tayle; bur a womans chicf 
ftrenth, is in her tongue. The Serpent hath notſo much 
..venome in his tayle, as (he hathin her tongue; and as the 
Serpent never leaveth hifling and ſtinging, and ſeeking 
ro ; miſchief, even ſo, ſome women are never well, 
except they be caſting out venome with their tongues, 
to the hurt of their husbands, or of their neighbours. 
Therefore he that will diſcloſe his ſecrets ro a Woman, is 
worthy te have his hair cut with Sawpſoz: For, if thou 
-unfoldeſt any of a ſecret untoa woman, the more thou 


chargeſt her to keep it cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeem, as 
.it were, to be with childe,till ſhe have revealed it amongſt . 


her.goſfips ; yet, if one ſhould make a doubt of her ſecrecy, 

would ſeem angry, and ſay, I am no ſucha light Huſ- 
wife-of my tongue, as they whoſe ſecrets Ilye at their 
tongues epdss which fAlyes abroad ſoſoon as they open 
their mouthes ; therefore fear not to diſcloſe your ſecrets 
to me, for was never touched with any ſtrain of my 
tongue in my life , nay, ſhe will not ſtick ro ſwear that 
 thewill tread it under foot, or bury it under a ſtone yet, 
for all this, . believe her nor, for every woman hath one 
eſpecial! goſlip at the leaſt, which ſhe doth love and _ 
above 
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(41) | 
above all the reſt, and unto her ſhe runneth with all the 
ſecrers ſhe knoweth. 

There is a Hiſtory maketh mention of one Lyas, whom 
King Amaſis commanded to go into the Market, and to 
buy the beſt and proficableſt meat he could, get ; and he 
bought nothing but tongues : the King asked him the rea- 
ſon, why he bought no other meat : who made this an- 
ſwers 1 was commanded to buy the beſt meat, and from 
the congue comes many good and profitable ſpeeches. 
Then rhe King ſent him again, and bad him buy the worſt 
and-unprofitableſt meat, and he likewiſe bought nothing 
but rongues.” The King again asked him the reaſon : from 
nothing (faith he) cometh worſe venome than from the 
tongue, and ſuch tongues moſt women have. 

Roma» Hiſtories make mention of one of the chief 
Governours of Rowe, that had a Son whoſe name was 


 Paprrivs, whoſe Father took him with him to the Coun- 


ſe]-houſe, that thereby he might learn wiſdome wiſhing 
him withall co keep their ſecrets. His mother was divers 
times asking of the Boy, what they did at the Counſell- 
houſe z and what their cauſe was of their often meeting : 
Ona time young P 'Pirizs fearing to diſpleaſe his Father, 
and hoping to ſarisfic kis mother, told her this: Mother 
(ſaid he) there is hard hold amongſt them abouc making 
ofa Law, that every man ſhall have two wives, or every 
woman two husband; and ſo farras I can perceive, it is 
likely to be coucluded upon, that every man ſhall have 
two Wives. 

The next day, when he and his Father were gone to the 


| Counſell-houſe, ſhe beſtirred her ſelf, and got moſt of _ 


thecheif Women of the City together, and told them 
what a Law was like to be made, it it were not prevented; 
G and 


(42) 
2nd ſoto the Counſcll-houſe they went a great flock of 
them. But when they came in, the Governonrs were 
all amazed, and asked the cauſe of their coming. Ang 
one of the Women, having leave to ſpeak, ſaid thus: 
W hexeas you are about to make a Law, that every man 
ſhall have two Wives, conſider with your (elves, what 
unquietneſſe and ſtrife thereby will ariſe, bur (ſaid ſhe) it 
were better that one woman might have two husbands 

that if one were on buſincfle abroad, the other might 
be at home. Now when the Governours heard this 
ſpeech, they marvelled whereupon it ſhould ariſe: then 
young Pap:rizs requeſted that he might ſpeak, whopre- 
{ently reſolved them the cauſe of the womans coming, 
ſo they greatly commended the Boy, and laughed the 
Women to ſcorn. 

Here thou mayeſt perceive by a taſte, what Wine is in 
the Butt : but if the Dragons-head be full of poyſon, what 
venome then (thinkeſt thou)lurketh in the tayle 2 All this 
Is but tocl] thee of rhe doubts and dangers that com: by 
marriages yet I would not have allto tear to lyc. in thc 
oraſſe, becauſe a Snake lyerh there z nor all men: fear to 

oto Sea, becauſe ſome are drowned at Sea; ncither do 
'warn all men to fearto go to their beds, becauſe ma- 
ny dyc in-their beds: thea marry a Gods name, bur again 
and again take heed ofthe choyle of thy wife. | 

| Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor chooſe for 
riches without good conditions, Solomen, amongſt many 
other notable ſentences, fit for this purpoſe, ſaith, that a 
fair women without diſcreet manners, is like a gold ring 
ina Swines ſnout : And if thou matrticſt for vealth, then 
thy wife many times will caſtir in thy diſh, ſaying, that of 
a.begger ſhe made. thee a man... Again, if thou _ 
or 
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for beauty, and above thy calling, thou muſt not only 
be with thy Wives folly, but with many unhappy 
words; for ſhe will ſay ſhe was blind in fancying thee, 
for the might have had Captain ſuch a one, or this Gen- 
tleman, or that; ſo that thou ſhalt never need to crave 2 
foul word at her hand in ſeven years, for thou ſhalt have 
enough w'ithour askirg ; beſides, I fear me thou wilt be 
better headed than wedded, for ſhe will make thee wear 
an Oxe-feather in thy Cap; yet he which hath a fair wife 
will adventure ona thouſand infamies, only in hope to 
keep her in the ſtate of an honeſt woman ; bur it ſhe be i!] 
given, do what thou canſt, break thy heart and bend thy 
ſtudy never ſo much, yet all will not ferve,thou mayeſt ket 
her go all hours in the night, ſhe will never meer with 
aworſe then her ſelf, except ſhe meer with the Devill 
himſelf. 

Therefore, yet once more I adviſe thee in the choyſe 


of thy Wite, to have a ſpecial regard to her qualities and 


conditions, before thou ſhake hands or jumpe a match 
wich her - Alſo inquire and marke the life and conyerſari- 
on of her Parents ; let the old Proverb pur the in mind 
hereof, that an ill Bird layeth an ill Egge; the Cat will 
after her Kind; an ill Tree cannot bring forth good 


| Fruir,- the young Cub groweth crafty like the Damme g 


the young Cock croweth as the old : and it is a yery 
rare matter to ſee children tread out. of the paths of their 
parents. He that cofneth into a Fayer to buy an Horſt 
will pry into every part, to ſee whether he be ſound of 
winde and limbe , without crack or flaw, and whether 
his breeding were in a hard foyle, or whether he be 
well paced; and likewiſe he will have a care that his horſe 
ſhall have all outward marks which betokeneth a good 
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Horſe; yet with all the cunning he hath, he may be dece: 
ved ; bur if he prove a Jade, he may put him away arthe 
next Fair, 

But ii ip choiſc of thy wife thou be deceived, as many 
mcn are, thou mult ſtand ro thy word, which thoy 
24k before the whole Pariſh, which was, to take 
her for bciter or worle, for there is no refuſing : ſhe will 
ſk ck tothee as cloſe as a ſaddle to a Horſe back, and if 
ſb: be frowardly given, then (he will vex thee night 
and day, 

Amongſt the quieteſt couples that are,yet houſhold jars 
will ariſe, but yet ſuch quarrels which happen in the day, 
are often qualified with kiſſes in the night ; bur if it be nor 
ſo ended, their ſtrife. will go forward like the carriage 
which. is drawn between two horſes, tail to tail ; and 
if ſhe cannot aveng her (elf with her tongue, nor with 
her hands, nor with conveying thy goods, yet ſhe will pay 
thee home privately, for if thou ſtrike with rby ſword, ſhe 
will ſtrike with the icabbard,Chuſe not the Rapier by his 
ringing, nor thy wife by her ſinging ; for if thou doft, 
thou mayſt be very well deceived in both z for thy Rapier 
may prove a Jade, and thy Wife but kttle better. 

Now, if thou aske me how thou ſhouldeſt chooſe thy. 
wife? I: anſwer, thou haſt, the whole world to make 
choile, and yettl;ou maycſt be deceived. An ancient Fa- 
ther being asked by a young man z how he ſhould chufe a 
Witc, he anſwered him thus - W herthou ſceſt a flock of. 
Maydens together : hood wink they ſelf fait, and run 
amongſt them, and look. which thou catcheſt, ler her be 
thy witc. The young man told him, that if he went blind- 
folded, he might be deceived: and fo thou mayſt (quoth 
rhe 0:d min). if thy eyes were open : for inthe choiſe = 
wy 
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thy wife : thou muſt not truſt thine own eyes, for they will 
deceive thee, and be the cauſe of thy woe : For ſhe may 
ſeem good, whoſe waſt is like a wand , or ſhe which 
bath a ſpider-fingered hand, or ſhe which on her tip-toes 
ſtill doth ſtand, and never reads, but ina golden book, 
nor will not be caught, but with a golden hook ; or ſuch 
a one*that can ſtroke a Beard, or look a head, and of 
every Flea make her ſelf affraid, if one had a ſpring, 
ſuch a wench would make him a begger, it he were halte 
a King; then this-is no bargain for thee, -Bur-hark alittle 
further the beſt time for a young man to marry, 1s, at the 


_ age of twenty and five, and then to take a wife of the age 


of ſeventcen years, or thereabour, rather a Maid than 


a Widow ; for the Widow is framed tothe conditions of 


another man, and can h:rdly be altered, ſo that thy pains 
will be doub'e : For thou muſt unlearn a Widow, and 
make her forget and forgoc the former corrupt and dif- 
ordered behaviour, the which is hardly to be done : buta 
young woman of tender years, is flexible and bending, 
obedient and ſubje& to do any thing, according-to tke 
willand pleaſure of her husband. | 
And it thy ſtate be good, marry neer home, and at lea- 
ſure, but if thy ſtate be weak and poor, then to better 
thy ſelf, after inquiry made-of her wealth and. conditi- 
ons, go far off, and diſpatchit quickly, for doubtthat rat- 
ling |p:eches, which commonly in theſe-caſes run be«= 
twixt party and party, and break it off even then when 
it is come to the upſhor : but as I have already: ſaid, be- 
fore thou put thy foot out of doors, make diligent 1n- 
quiry of her behaviour, for by the Market folk;thou ſhalt 
hear how the Market goeth: For by iniquiry thou ſhale 


here -whether ſhe be wiſe, vertuous, and kind, ycaring: 
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but her own proper hair , and ſuch garments as. her 
friends eſtate will afford; or whether the love to keep 
within the houſe, and tothe ſeryants have a watchful eye , 
orif ſhe have acare when to ſpend and whento ſpare, and 
to be content with what God doth ſend ; or it ſhe can 
ſhed no kind of unfained tears, but” when juſt cauſe of 
hearty ſorrow is z and that in wealth and woe, in ſickneſſe 
and in health, ſhe will be all alike : ſuch a wife will make 
thee 2 happy man in thy choyſc. 

Although ſome happen on a Devillith and unhappy 
woman, yetall men donotſo; and ſuchas happen ill, ir 
isa warning to make them wiſe, it they make a ſecond 
choy(e : not that all other ſhall have the like Fortune , the 
Sun ſhining upon the good and bad ; and many a man 
hapneth ſooner on a ſhrew than « ſheep. Some thrive 
by dicing, but not one in an hundred : therefore dicing is 
ill husbandry : ſome thrive by marriage,and yer many are 
undone by marriage: for marriage is cither the making 
or marring of many a man: and yet, I will not ſay, bur a-- 
mongſt duſt, there are pearls found ; and in hard Rockes, 
Diamonds of greet value: and ſo among many women, 
there are ſome good, as that moſh gracious and glorious 
Queen of all womankiad, the Virgin Mary, the mother 
of all bliſſe :. what won her honour but an humble minde, 
and her pains and love unto our Saviour Chriſt e 

Sara is commended for her carneſt loye that ſhe bare to 
her husband, notonly for calling him Lord; but for many 
other qualities. Alſo S«fanpa for her chaftiry,and for cce- 
ping on her knees to pleaſe her husband : but there are 
meaner hiſtories which make mention of many others, as 
that of Demetrizs how that the was content to run Lackey 
by her husbands fide. Sis, TO ee OMP: Ti : 
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\ Likewife-Lucretls, for the love and loyalty that ſhe bare 
to her husband, being unkindly abuſed by an unchaſte 
letcher agaiuſt her will, ſhe preſently flew her ſclfe in the 
preſence of many, rather thea ſhe would offer her body a- 
gain to her husband, being bur once defiled., 

Ie is recorded of an Earl called G#nFales, that upon the 
Kings pleaſure was committed to priſon, 'and his wife 
having liberty to viſit him in priſon, on a time ſhe 
cauſed him to put off his apparell, and put on hers, and 
ſo by that means gocur by the porter, and ſhe remai- 
ned in Priſon, and G by this means he eſcaped the angry 
rage of his Prinee, and afterwards his wife was delivered 
alſo. | 

Likewiſe it was no ſmall love that Artemiſia bare toher 
husband, for after his death ſhe bui]r ſuch a famous Se- 
pulcher (and beſtowed the greateſt part -of her wealth 
thereon) inſomuch that at this day ir iscalled one of the 
ſever great wonders of the world, 

Alto Plizy makes mention of a fiſher man, which dwelt 
near unto the ſea ſides and he fell ſick. of an uncurable 
diſeaſe, by which means he endured fuch 'rorments and 
pa'n, that would hive grieved any Creature to. behold 
him, his carefull and loving wife laboured and travelled 
farr and near ro procure his health again, bur at Jaſt 
ſceing all means in vain , ſhe break our with him in 
theſe wards: Death at one time or other will come , 
and therefore rather than any longer you ſhould endure. 
this miſcrable life, I am content that both of us pre- 
vent death before he come, ſo this poor grieved mandid 
yecld to her counſell,, and they: went forth to the topp. 
of an exceeding digh rock, and there this woman bound 
her: (if try: Ine Ween, 260-RE I CO 
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themſclves down; and both ended their lives together, 
' Now Ido not commend this death'to be godly, al- 
though it ſhewed great Jove inthe Woman. No doubt 
bur the King Darius hav a very kinde and loving wife, as 
ſhall appear ;.for when Alexander the great, had-depri- 
ved him of the greateſt part of his Kingdom, yet he bore 


it out very patiently, with a valiant and manly courage, - 


and withour any ſhew of outward gricf, at all: but when 
news was brought him that his wife was dead; he then 
moſt grieyoufly brake into tears, and wept bitterly, and 
withall he ſaid , that the loſſe of his whole Kingdom 
ſhould not have giieved him ſo much, as the death of his 
Wifc. | 

Iris alſo recorded of Alexazder, that at the death of his 
wife,he made ſuch a ſorrowful kind of ſpeech for her, ſay- 
ing, Death were kind if he took nothing but that which of-. 
fendetb, but he hath taken her away which never offended. 
0hDeaththou haſt bereaved me of the better part of my life, 

It is ſaid of Yalerius Maximmpzs , that he on a time 
finding:two Serpents in his bed chamber, being ftrang- 
ly amazed. thereat , he demanded of the Soothſayers, 
what it meaned ; and they anſwered him , that of 
neceſſity he muſt kill one of them: And if he killed 
the Male, then he himſeſf ſurely ſhall firſt dye. - Andif 
he killed the Female, then his Wife ſhould dyc before 
him : and becauſe he loved his Wife better then himſelf, 


he moſt willingly made choyſe of the Male, and killed 


him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed, leaving his wiſe a 
Widow, | | 
Such a kinde an Animal to his wife was 4am, for he 
was forbidden on :pain of Death, not to cat of the 
Tree of good and evill; yet for allthat, 44s notwith- 
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ſtanding to gratific his wives kindnefſſe, and for love he 
bares her, refuſed not to hazzard his life by breach of that 
Commandement. 

Bur becauſe of all things there is acontrary,which ſhew- 
eth the difference betwixt the good and the b:d, even (o, 
both of mea and women, there are contrary forts of bcha- 
viour; if in thy choyſe thou happen on a good wife, defire 
not to change, for there ifa proverb ſaith, Sc!dom com- 
meth a better, And there is none poorer than thoſe that 
have had many wives. Thou mayſt bear a 200d affetion 
towards thy wifc,and yet not let her knowit : thoumayeſt 
loye her well, and yet not carry her on thy balck: a man 
may love his houſe well, and yer not ride on the ridge. 
Love thy wife and ſpeak her fair, although thou do bur 
Aatter hers for women love to be accounted b:autiful, 
and to be Miftreſſe of many Mayds, andto live without 
controlment z and kind words as much pleaſeth a wo- 
men as any other thing whatſover : and a mans chief des 
fire ſhould be, firſt, the grace of God, a quiet life, and an 
honeſt wife, a good report, and a friend in ſtore , and then 
what necd a man to aske any more ? | 

Saint Paul ſaith, Thoſe that marry, do well ; but he al- 
ſo ſaith, Thoſe which marry nor, do better ; bur yer alſo 
he ſaich, Thar it is better to marry, than to burn in luſt. A 
merry companion being asked by his friend, Why he did 
not marry 3 he made this anſier and ſayd , That he had 
been in Bedlam two or three times, and yet he was nc- 
ver ſo mad as to marry:and yet there 15 no joy nor pleaſure 
in the world which may be compared to marriage, fo 
the partics are of ncer equall years, and of good qua- 
lities, then good fortune and bad is welcome to them, 
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what wilt, all is wel-come, and all is common betiwixt 
them; the husband doth honour and reverence her,and if 
he be rich, he committeth all his goods to her keeping, 
and if he be poor, and in adverſity, then he beareth bur 
the one half of the ericf; and furthermore , ſhe will 
comfcrt him wth all the comfortable means ſhe can gc. 
vile, and if he will ſt.y (clica'y in his houſe, ſhe will keep 
him company z if He will walk into the fields, why ſhe 
will go with him, and it he be abſent from home, ſhe 
Gohet!; often and wiſh:t" his preſence : being come home, 
he findeth content, ſlc fitting (milling in every corner of 
his houſe, to give him a kind of a heatty welcome home, 
and ſhe receiveth him with the beſt and hearcieſt joy that 
ſhe can. Many are the jayes and (wear p'caſures in marri- 
age, as inour children b.ing young, they p!ay, prattle, 
laugh, and ſhew us many pretty toyes to move us ty 
mirth and laughter, and when they are bigger grown 
'and that age and poverty hath afflicted the Parents; then 
they ſhew the duty of children in rclievirg their old Px 
rents with what they can ſhifc for, and when their Pz 
rents arc dead, they bring them to the Earth, from 
whence they came. 

Yet now conſider on the other fide, when a wrinkled 
and toothlefle woman, ſhall take a bearlefle boy (a ſhort 
taleto make of it) there can be no liking nor Jovine be- 
tween ſuch contraries, but continuall ſttife and debate: 
fo likewiſe when matches are made by the Parents, and 
the dowry told and-payd before the young couple hay: 
any knowledge of it, and ſo many times are forced 2 
ganſt their mindes, fearing the rigour and diſpleaſure of 
ter Parcnts, they often premiſe with their mouthes, 
that they refuſe with their hearts, . "I ; 
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Alſo, if a man marry a wife for fair looks, withont 
dowry, then their love will ſoon wax cold, infomuch 
as they uſe them natlike wives, bur rather l:ke kitchin- 
ſtuffe z whereas thoſe that marry rich wives, they have 
alwaycs ſomething to be in love with:1}, Iris a common 
thing now adayes, that a- fair woman without riches , 
findes more Lovers than hu-bands. 

Chuſe not a wiſe too fair, nor too foul, nor too rich z 
for if (hz be fair, every one will be catching ar her ; and if 
ſhe be too foul, a man will have no mind to love her 
wiich no manlikes and if too rich,thouthinkeſt ro mar- 
ry wich one which thou meaneſt to make thy Compani- 
on, thou ſhalt find her a commanding miſtreſle : ſo that 
riches cauſes a woman to be proud ; beauty makes her to 
be ſuſpsRed z and hard favour maketh her to be hated. 
The:efore chule a wite young, well born, and well 
brought up, reaſonable rich , and indiffent beautiful , 
and of good wit and cap1city - Alfa in choyſe of a wife, 
a man thould note the honeſty of the Parents, for it is 
a l:kel:hood, that thoſe Children which are vertuoufly 
brought up, will follow the ſteps of their Parents, bur 
yet many a Tree is ſpoiled in the hewing. There are ſome 
which have but one only Caughter, and they are fo blin- 
ded with the extream love they bear her, that they will 
not have her hindered of her will, whatſoever ſhe defi- 
reth, but ſuffer her ro live in all wanton pleaſure and dee 
licacy, which afterwards turneth commonly to be the 
cauſe of many inconveniences. 

Now the father betorc he marry his daughter, is to fift 
throvghly the qualitics, behaviour, and life of his Son- 
in-law, for he which meetcth with a ctvill and a honeſt 
Son-in-law, getteth a good Son, and he that meeteth 
3 with 
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with an ill one, caſteth away his daughter. 

The husband muſt provide to ſatisfie the honeſt deſires 
of his wife, ſo that neither neceflity nor ſuperfluity be 
the occafion to work her difhoncur - for both want ang 
plenty, both eaſe and diſeaſe, makes ſome women often. 
times unchaſt, And again, many times rhe wife ſeein 
the husband take no care for her, maketh (belike) this 
reckoning, that no body elſe will care for her, or defire 
her: Butto conclude this ſame point, ſhe cnly is to be 
accounted honeſt, who having liberty to do amiſle, yet 
doth ir nor. 

Again, a min thould thus account of his wife, as the 
only treaſure he enjoyeth upon earth, and he muſt alſo 
acount that there is nothing more duc to the Wife, than 
the faithful hcneſt and Joving company of her husband: 
He ought alſo in fight of love, ro impa't his ſecrets, and 
'counſcll unto his wife, for many have found much com: 
fort and profit by taking their wives counſell ; and if thou 
impart any ill hap to thy wite, ſhe lightneth thy grief, | 
either by comforting thee lovingly, or clic in bearing a 
part thercof patiently, Alſo if thou eſpic a fault in th 
wifc, thou muſt nor rebuke her angerly or reproachfully, 
but only ſecretly betwixt youtwo, always remembring, 
that thou muſt neither chide nor play with thy Wife be- 
fore company thoſe that play and dally with them be- 
fore corspany, they do thereby ſet other mens teeth on 
«dgc, and makethcir wives thelefle ſhamefaſt. 

t behooveththe married man alwayes to ſhew him- 
falf in ſpeech and countenance , both oventle and ami- 
able ; for if a woman of modeſt behaviour. ſeeth any 

rofle incivility in her husband, ſhe doth nor only ab-. 
| for it, but alſo thinkcth with her ſclf, that other men 
are 
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are more diſcreet, and better brought ep ; therefore it 
ſtandeth him upon, to be civill and modeſt in his doings,. 
kt he offend the chaſt thoughts of his wife, to whoſe 
liking he ovght to conform himſelf in all honeſt and 
reaſonable things, and to take heed of every thing which 
may diſlike her. 

Why ſome women love their Lovers better than their 
kusbands, the reaſon is, the Lover, in the preſence of his 
Lady, is very curious ot kis behaviour, that he uſeth no 
unſecmly geſtures, whereby there may. be no uſpition 
of jcalouſic, or any exception be taken by any thing he 
doth; it behooycth every woman to Þave a great regard 
ro her behaviour, and to keep her ſelf qut of the fire, 
knowing that a woman of. ſulpeRed chaſtity, liveth bur. 
in a miſcrable caſe, for thcre 1s bur ſmall difference by: 
being naught, and being thought naught; and when ſhe 
heareth another woman ſpoken ill of, let her think in her. 
minde what may be ſpoken of her, for when a woman 
bath gotren an ill name, whether it be deſerved, or with- 
out a cauſe, yer ſhe will have much adoe to recover: 
again the: honour and credit thereof: let a woman a- 
yoyzd fo much as may be, the Company. of a woman 
which hath an ill name, for many of them endeavour-by. 
their evill faſhions, and diſhoneſt ſpeech, ro bring others 
todo asthey do, and many of them wiſh in their hearts 
that all women, were like. unto themſelves. It may be ſaid, 
of many women, that the feathers are more worth than 
the bird ; therefore it bchooveth every woman to behave 
her (elf ſo ſoberly, and chaſtly,in countenance and ſpeech... 
that no man may be ſo bold as to aſſail her : tor -com- 
monly Caſtles, if they come once to partly, are at point to 
yeeld, therefore. if a woman. by chance be ſer upan, ler. 
bg, H. 3 her. 
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her make this anſwer ; When | wasa Maid, I was at the 
diſpoſttion of my Parents, but now I am marrycd, I am 
atthe pleaſure of my husband; therefore you were beſt 
ſpeak to him, and ro know his minde, what I ſhall do; 
and if her husband be out of rhe way, let her always be- 
have her ſelf as if he were preſenr. | 

Alloa woman may conſider, if her husband be cho- 
lerick and haſty , (ſhe muſt over-come him with mild 
ſpecches; and if he chide, ſhe muſt hold her peace. For the 
anſwer of a wiſe woman is ſilence, and ſhe muſt ſtay to 
utter her minde till he be appeaſed of his fury, and at 
quier: For if Women, many times, would hold their 
rongues, they mighr be at quiet, There wasa very angry 
couple married together, anda friend being with them 
ar Supper, asked them how they could agree together, 
being both (o froward andteſty; the good man made him 
this anſwer, WhenlI am angry, my wife beareth with me, 
and when ſhe is angry, I bear with her : For with what 
heartc:n a man ſo muchas touch a hair of his Wives 
head?(1 mean righteoufly) fot the husbarnd ought to re- 
buke her with kind words ſecretly, and ſeek to reforme 
herby good counſcll : He ought ro lay before her the 
ſh:me of ill doing, and the praiſe of well doing ; if this 
wil) not ſerye, yet he ought rather patiently to forbear 
her, than rigorouſly to beat her; for the is fleſh of his 
ficſh,and there is no man ſo fooliſh, as to hur this own fleſh, 
A man oughtto be a comforter of his wite, then ſurely 
he ought notto be a tormenter of her; for with what 
face can a man embrace that body, which his hands have 
battered and bruiſed s Or with what heart can a woman 
love that man, which cn find in his heart to bear her ? 
Alſo, when a man findeth a painfull and carefull _ 
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which knoweth when-to ſpend and when to ſpare, and ro 
keep the houſe in good order z thenthe husband will nor 
deny ſuch a wife any neceſſary thing belonging to the 
Houſe : but if the be alight Huſwife, who liveth without 
doing any thing, w.thour caring for husband,children, or 
ſervants, or any other belonging to the houſe, thereby 
fhewing, although her body be in the Houſe, yer her 
mind is abroad, which redoundeth to her ſhame, and to 
her Husbands great hinderance. For when the Miſtreſſe 
is occupied in vanity, tbe fervants are Carelefſe for her 
profit but look to their own, For while the Miſtreſfe 
playeth, !he Mayden ſtarveth. 

But thoſe menare to be laughed ar, who having a wife, 
and a ſufficient wife, to do all the wo1k within doors, 
which belongs to a woman to do, yet the husband wil 
ſer hens abrood, ſeaſon the por, and drefle the meat; or 
any the like work, which belongeth not to the man : ſuch 
husbands many times offend their wives greaily, and they 
wron2 themſclves, for if they were imployed abroad in. 
matters belonging to men, they would be the more defi- 
rous, being come homeyo take their cale, and not trouble 
their wives and ſcrvants.in medling-with their matters, 
for the rule and government of his houſe belongeth to. 
the wife, 

And he that hath a wife of his own, and gocth to an5- 


. ther woman, is like a rich thief, . which Realteth when he 


hath no need. 

Amogſt all the Creatures that God hath created, 
there is none more ſubjc& to miſery then a woman, eſpz- 
cially thoſe that are fruirfull ro bear children : for they 
have ſcarce a moneths reſt in a whole ycer, but are conti- 
nually overcome with pain, ſorrow, and fear, as ind:ed 
the: 
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the danger of child-bearing muſt nceds be a great ter: 
rour to women, which are counted but weak veſſels in 
reſpe& of men, aud yet it is ſuppoſed that there is no dil- 
eaſe that a man endureth, thats one half (ſo gricvious or 
painfull as child-bearing to a woman; Letit be rooth- 
zch, gour, or colick ; nay if a man had all theſe at once, 
yer they are nothing comparable to a womans pain in 
travell with child. 

Now it thou like not my reaſons to expell love, then 
rhou mayſt try @vids Art, who preſcribes a ſalve for ſuch 
a (ores for he counſels thoſe which feel this horrible 
heat, to cool their flames with Herbs which are cold of 
nature, aS:Rew, Lerticc, and other herbs, too long ro 
recite: Alſo he ſaith, thou ſhouldeſt abſtaia from ex- 
ccſle of meat and drink, for that provokes the mind 
greatly ro luſt ; alſo to hunt, ro hawk, to ſhoot, to bowl, 
ro run, to wraſtle, or ſome other play, for this will keep 
thy mind from thinking of Juſt; alſo ſhun ſlothfulneſſe 
and idlencſſe, for theſe are the only nurſes of loves eſchew 
melancholy or ſadnefle, and keep merry company, turn 
the c3es from the place where bewitching ſpirits are, 
leſt the remembrance do increaſe and rubb thy galled 
mind : Alſo to eſchew the place where thou didit firſt 
fcel the fire that burneth thy mind with ſuch unquiec 
thoughts. Likewiſe, ſaith he, beware thou do not twice 
peruſe the ſecret flattering letters of thy ſuppoſed friend- 
ly joz ; for if thou do not refuſe the often view thereof, it 
will much increaſc thy grief, dolour, and annoy - uſe no 
talk of her, whom thou loveſt, nor once name her , for 
that will increaſe thy care', by thinking in thy mind, 
that thou beholdcſt her face - but ſome arc perſwaded 
that no rulcs of reaſon can aſſivage this grief, for love is 
| lawleſlc, 


matched than to a rich Widow ; but thou muſtnot know 
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lawlefle and obeves no law, no nor yet no counſell can 
perlwade, nor take effeR, or ſubdue the 3fteRion of his 
bewitched ſpicits, Furthermore, 04.4 perſwads by othet 
zeaſons toexpcll. the heat of love; for where love is ſer- 
lcd,the lovers are many times hindred of of their purpoſe: 
ſometimes for want of friends conſent, or diſtance of 
place z then and-ia ſuch a caſe, his counſell is to love two 
or three, for loye being ſo divided, makes the love of one 
the leſſe thought upon: or elſe, faith he, ſatisfie thy luſt 
upon ſome other Dame, for it will alſo help to wear the 
former love out of thy minde. Loe thus 0vid ſhot, but 
yet he miſt the marke, nor for want of learning, but for 
want of grace for grace ſubqdues and:treads.all vices un- 
der foot, although morall means do preſcribe divers 
other dyets, to waſt the heart-of loves defire, as long ab- 
ſence from the place where thy liking lives, forthe coles 
of comfort do kindle and heat the heart, that with. ab- 
ſence would be voyd of harm, for abſence doth qualific 
thac fire, and cool the minds of thoſe which many rimes 
the company of wantons doth warm : for he which doth 
not ſhun the place where Yenws in her. glory firs, hath no 
care of himſelf, but ſuffers her to ſurprize his wits. _- 


—— { ___ 


The Bear-bayting, or the vanities of Widows: 
| chuſe you whether, _ fs thy 


Oc be unto that unfortunate man that matche 
eth himſelf unto a Widow; for a Widow 
will be the cauſe of a thouſand woes 4 yet there 
are many that do wiſh themſelves no worſe 


what 
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what griefs thou joyneſt with thy gains $ for if ſhe be 
rich, ſhe will look co govern and if ſhe be poor, then 
thou art plagned both with beggery and bondage: again, 
thy p:ins will be double in regard of him: which marrierh 
with a Maid z for thou muſt unlearn thy Widow, and 
make her forget her former corrupt and diſordered beha.. 
viour, the which if thou take upon thee to do, thou hadſt 
even as gaod'und-rtaketo waſh a Blackamore white, for 
commonly Widows are fo frowatd,'fo waſpiſh, and fo 
Rubborn, that thou canſt not wreſt them from'rheir wills , 
and if thou think to make her good by ſtripes, t!ou muſt 
beat her ro-death, One having married with a froward 
Widow, ſhe called him theſe, 'and many other unhappy 
names ; ſo he took her, and cut her rongue out of her 
head: but ſhe ever aftcrwards would make the ſigne of the 
allows with her fingers to him. | 
It is ſeldom or never 'ſecn, that a man marrieth with, 
a Widow for her beauty, tor for her perTonage bur only 
for her wealth, and riches'; and if ſhe be rich and beautiful 
withall, then thou matcheſt thy felt ro a ſhe Devill , For 
ſhe will golike a Peacock, and thou like a Woodcock ; 
for ſhe'll hide Het! money to mifnrain her pride, and 
if thou art at any time defirous to be merry in her com- 
pany, ſhe will ſay thou art merry becauſe thou haſt gotten 
a wife that is able to maintain thee,” where before thou 
waſt 2 beoger, and badſt nothing : 'and it thou ſh:w thy 
ſelf ad, ſhe will ſay, thouart ſad becauſe thoucanſt not 
© bury her, thereby to enjoy that which (h* Hath Tf thin 
make proviſton to fare well m thy houſe, the will bid thee 
ſpend rhat which th6u'broughreſtthy ſelf 7. | 
* Wfthoy Thewihy {lf ſpares ſhe' will fay, *thouſhale 
not pinthher ofehat hich is' her own 5 and 'if' thou do 
- any 
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any. thing contray to her mind, ſhe will ſay, her other 
Hnsband was more kind: If thou chance to dine from 
home, ſhe will bid thee go ſup with thy harlots abroad : 
if thou go abroad and ſpend any thing before thou com- 
meſt home, ſhe will ſay, a begger Itound thee, and a beg- 

er thou meaneſt ro leave me : If thou ſtzy alwayes ar 

ome, ſhe will ſay thou art happy, thou haſt gotten a wife 
that is able to maintain, thee idle,: if thou carve her the 
beſt morſell on tlic Table, rhough ſhe take it, yer ſhe will 
rake ir ſcornfully, and fay, ſh: had-a husband that would 
let her cut where ſhe liked her (clf, 

Andifthcucome in well diſpoſed, thinking to be mer- 
ry, and intreating her with fair words, ſhe will call thee 
diſſcmbling hypocrite, ſaying thou ſpeakeſt me fair with 
thy congue, but thy hearc is on thy Minions abroad, Loe 
theſe are the frantick tricks of froward Widows, they 
are neither well full nur faſting, they, will neither, go ro 

Chiirch, nor ſtay at home, (I mean in regard of their im- 

patient minde:z) For a man ſhall never be at quiet in her 

fight, nor out of her fight : for if thou be in her fight, ſhe 
will yex thee as before {aid ; and our of her fight,thy own 
conſcence will torment and trouble'thy minde, tothiuk, 
on the Purgatory which perforce thou muſt endure' when! 
thou comeſt home, | | | 

Che will make.Clubstrumpe, whenthou haſt never a 

black Card. in thy . hand; for with her cruell tongue ſhe 
willring thee ſuch a pcal, that one weuld think the De- 

vill vere come from hell: Beſides this, thou ſhalt bave 

a brended flur, like a Hell-hagge, with a pair of paps like 

a pair of dung-pots, ſhall bring in thy dinner, tor thy 

Widow wiil not truſt thee witha wench that is handſome 

in thy houſe; now if that upon juſt occaſion thou barn 
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the platters at thy mayd head, ſceing thy meat brought 
in by ſuch a flut, and ſo ſluttiſhly dreſt ; then willthy wi- 
dow take Pepperin the Noſe, and ſtamp, and ſtare, and 
look ſo ſowre, as if ſhe had come bur even then from 
eating of Crabs, ſaying; If thou hadſt not married with 
me, thou wouldeſt have been glad of the worſt motſell 
that is hear: then thou again replyeſt fayirg ; If I had 
not been ſo mad, the Devill himſelf would nor have 
had thee ;, and then without cauſe thou blameſt her of 
old age, and of jcaloufic, and of hiding her money, and 
for conveying away her goods, which thou haſt bought 
with the diſpleaſure of thy Friends, and difcredit to thy 
ſelf, in regard of her years: then again , the on the 
ther {ide runneth about to her neighbours, and there ſhe 
thundereth out a thouſand injuries that thou doſt her, 
ſaying, my corn he ſendeth to the Market, and my Cat- 
tle to the Fayr, and looks what he openly findeth, he 
rakerh by force, and whar I hide ſecretly he privily ſtea- 
leth it away, and playeth away all my mony at dice, Loe 
rhus he contumeth my ſubſtance, and yet hatcth my per- 
ſan ;- no longer than I feed him with mony, can Ienjoy 
his company ; nuw he hath that he ſought for, he giveth 
me nothing elſe but froward anſwers, and foul uſage, 
5nd yet God knows, of pure love I married him with 
nothing, but now his 3 husbandry, is ike to bring to, 
ruine both me and, my children : but nowallthis while 
ſhe doth not forget. to tell her own' good huſwitery , 
ſaying, 1 ſic working all day atmy needle, or at my di- 
ſaffe 3 and he like an unthrift, and a woremonger, run- 
neth at randame : thus they ate always ftretching debate 
upon the rack of vengeance. EGS mn 

. Locehere isa life, butix is as weariſome as Hell - "= 
it: 


Vi- 
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if they kiffe inthe morning, being friends, yet ere noon 
they are ready to throw the houſe outat a Window, The 
Papiſts affirm, that Heaven is won by Purgatory, but in 
my minde a man ſhall never come into a worſe Pirgato= 

, than to be matched with a froward Widow, He 
that matcheth himſelf to a Widow and three children, 
matcherh himſelf to-four theevs. One having marryed 
with a Widow, it was his luck to bury her, but not be- 
fore he was fore vexed with her; for afterwards he lying 
on; his death bed, his friends exhorted him to pray unto: 
God that his ſoul might reſt-in Heaven, And: he asked 
them this queſtion: whether /ſairh he) do you think. 
my wife is gone © and they ſaid untohim, no doubt bur 
that your wife is gone to heaven before you; Hereplycd, 
I care not whether I go, ſo I go not where my wife is, 
for fear I meet with her, and be vexcd with her as Ihave 
been heretofore: | 

Another gaving married with a Widow, being one: 
day at a Sermon, heard the preacher ſay, Whoſoever will 
be ſaved let him take up his crofle and follow me-: this: 
mad fellow, after Sermon was ended, took his-wife upon- 
his back, and came to the Preacher, and ſaid; here ismy- 
crofle, 1 am ready to follow thee whetherthou wilt. 

Another having married with a widow, which ſhew- 

ed her ſelf like. a Saint abroad, but a Devill at home, a 

friend of her husbands told him, that he had'gotten-him 

#g00d; ſtill, andquict wife; yea marry, quoth'the marticd. 

man, you ſee my tſhooe is fair and new, but yet you know 

not where it pincheth me, | 
Another: merry companion having marryed* with'a. 

Widow, and'carryed her over Sea into Francet, there. 

fudgenly aroſe a great ſtorm, + that' they m—_ | 
3 all. 
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all in danger of drowing $ the maſter of the Ship called 
unto the Mariners, and bad them takeand throw , over- 
board all the heavieſt goods in the. Shipzthis married man 
hearing him ſay ſo, he rook his Widow, and threw her 
over-board : and being asked the reaſon why he did (o, 
he ſaid, that he never fclrany thing in all his life that was. 
ſo heavy to him as ſhe had been, 

Another having married with a Widow, and within, 
2 while after they were married, ſhe. went out into the 
Garden, and there fird:ng her husbands ſhirt hang cloſe 
onthe Hedge by: her Maids ſmock, ſhe went preiemly 
and hanged her (elf, upon a jealous conceit that ſhe rook : 
and a merry fellow asking the cauſe why ſhe hanged her 
ſelf, and bcing told that it was for jealouſie, I wauld, ſaid 
he, that all Trees did bear ſuch fruir, 

Thou mayſt think that I have ſpoken cnough concer- 
ning Widows; bur the further I run after them, the 
further I am from them; for they are the ſum of the 
ſeven deadly fins, the friends of Saran, and the gatcs 
of hel]. Now me thinks I hear ſome ſay unto me, that 
I ſhould havertold them this leflon ſooner, for too late 
cometh medicine when, a patient'is dead; even fo too 
late cometh counſell, when. it is. paſt remedy : but it is 
better late than never, for it may be a warning to make 0- 
thers wile, | 

| But why dolI make ſo long harveſt of folittle Corn ? 
ſceing the corn is bad, my harveſt ſhall ceaſc, for ſo long 
as Women do il!, they muſt not think to be well ſpoken 
of; if you would be well reported of, or kept like the Roſe 
whenit hath loſt the colcur, tlien you ſhould ſmell ſweet 
inthe bud, as the Roſe doth, or if you would be taſted for 
old wine, you ſhall be ſwect ax the firſt, Jike the gy 
Grape 
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Grape: then ſhould you be cheriſhed for your courteſie, 
and comforted for your honeſty, ſo ſhould you be preſer- 
yed like the ſweet Roſe, and eſteemed of as pleaſant 
Wine. But to what purpoſe do I go about to inſtruct 
you, knowing that ſuch as counſe]l the Devill, can never 
amend him of his evill ? 

And fo praying thoſe, which have already made their 
choyle, and ſeen the trouble, and felt the torments, that 
are with Women, to take it merrilly, and to eftecm of. 
this Book only, os the toyes of an idic head, 

Nor I would not have Women murmure againſt me, 
for that I have not written more bitterly againſt Men, for 
it isa very bard winter when one Wolf cateth another,and 
it is alſo anill Bird that defileth her own Neft, anda moſt! 
unkind part of one. manto ſpeake ill of anocher. 


FINEKS. 


